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BUFFALO IN IOWA 


By L. H. Pammer 


Edgar R. Harlan, knowing my interest in the buffalo has re- 
peatedly asked me to prepare an article on the buffalo in Iowa. 
My studies of the buffalo have made it necessary to consult 
many historical documents. I am bringing the Iowa material 
together to correct the opinions that buffalo never occurred in 
this state. My thanks are due to Mr. Harlan for giving me 
access to old documents and records and assisting me in many 
ways. 

Some years ago in a talk I had with Charles Aldrich, then 
curator of the Historical, Memorial and Art Department of 
Iowa, on the subject of the buffalo, he mentioned to me having 
seen a large number of buffalo bones in a bog near the college. 
I thought possibly these might have been found on the campus 
in what was known as the college spring near which, in the 
early days, there was a little bog with the fringed gentian 
(Gentiana crinita). Professor F. E. L. Beal actually did find 
some buffalo bones in this bog. Possibly these might have been 
found on the college farm a mile due north of the college barns 
to the north of Squaw Creek where there was a small bog sur- 
rounded by the beaked willow (Salix rostrata) with a few scat- 
tered orchids in the low grounds, namely, the Habenaria brac- 
teata. This bog did not however reveal any of the buffalo bones. 
This marsh has since been drained. 

The following letter which fixes the locality was written by 
Professor Beal to Hon. Charles Aldrich in 1903: 

‘With regard to that bone bed I will give you as nearly as I 
can the exact locality and then if the college folks do not succeed: 
in finding it, tell them to wait a year or so and I will come and 
show them where it is. 
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“In telling you how to go to the place, I must assume that the 
roads leading out of Ames are just as they were when I was 
there. If they are changed, that must be taken into considera- 
tion. Take the main road north and south street of Ames. I do 
not remember the name, but it is the street on which I used to 
live, also John Stevens, Mr. Greely (banker), W. D. Lucas 
(banker), Mr. Paxton, Mr. Tilden and Mr. Turner, lawyer. 
Follow this street north to the road that leads due east. Follow 
this till you get down into the bottom of Skunk River, then take 
the road that leads due north. This road crosses the river and 
then bears to the east and skirts the bottom land on the east side. 
The bog where I found the bones lies, I should say, about half 
a mile from the bridge over the Skunk on the right (east) side 
of the road, and is between the road and some gravelly ridges 
and knolls that bound it on the east and more or less surround 
it. When I was there a small stream of water had cut a passage 
through the bog and crossed the road under a small bridge. By 
following up this stream I came to an almost entire skeleton 
embedded in the bank on the right side of the ditch which was 
here of considerable depth. Fragments of other skeletons were 
numerous. (This is the Pettinger bog—L. H. P.) 

“Buffalo bones were numerous about Ames. Some were found 
in a small boggy place near the college spring house and wind- 
mill. Others, and the antlers of an elk, were found in the woods 
on the bottom land of the college farm when excavating to 
straighten the channel of Squaw Creek. If all the bogs of the 
state contain these remains as plentifully as those around Ames 
do, it would indicate that the number of these creatures that 


formerly roamed over the Iowa prairies was beyond all calcula- 
tion or even imagination,” 


(Letter to L. H. Pammel from Charles Aldrich, April 8, 1903.) 

“When Beal was professor of natural history in the college, I 
visited him one spring, and we went across the bottom land east 
and northeast of the college, to a bone bed over near the bluffs 
on the eastern side of the valley. This bone bed contained im- 
mense quantities of the bones of buffaloes. I think one could 
have gathered several wagon loads. The animals had evidently 
been mired down and perished in the muck. Have you ever seen 
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this place? My reason for writing you at this time is that I 
would like very much to procure two of the buffalo skulls, a bull 
and a cow. I saw some exceedingly fine ones on the occasion of 
my visit, but I was doing nothing then in the way of collecting, 
I would like a pair of them now for our museum. If you know 
anything about it, please tell me, and if you do not, suppose you 
cross over there and investigate it and let me know the result. 
I have an article by Professor Beal which I shall print in the 
next ANNALS, giving his views on the bones bed.” 

A few years later I made a study of this bog some two miles 
northeast of Ames which has since become known as the Pet- 
tinger bog. This is the bog referred to by Dr. Beal. 

I have found several skeletons in this same Pettinger peat 
bog northeast of Ames. A fine picture of one of these I found 
was published in the Des Moines Register on April 9, 1922. 

The letter and talks with Mr. Aldrich led me to gather ma- 
terial from all sources to study buffalo wallows, trails, and the 
near extinction of the buffalo for the purpose of bringing the 
material together. There are many persons in Iowa who believe 
that the buffalo never occurred in the state. Through the kind- 
ness of the Historical Department of Iowa I am able to bring 
this material together as a historical contribution. 

There was published in the ANNats in its edition of July, 
1903, Volume VI, pages 122-23, a letter written by Professor 
Beal in February, 1903, from the Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C., in which he describes at more length the 
Pettinger bog and the way he came to find. This is followed on 
page 124 of the same issue by a note signed by Charles Aldrich 
telling of a visit he made to the Pettinger bog with Professor 
Beal about the year 1882, studying birds and trees, as well as 
the bog where so many buffalo bones had been found. A note 
from the geologist, Charles A. White, to Mr. Aldrich also ap- 
pears on the same page. 


PART II 
-BurraLto SKELETONS IN Bogs 


Buffalo skeletons have been found in many places in Iowa, 
generally in peat bogs. Sometimes only the skull, but in some 
cases complete or nearly complete skeletons are found. Many 
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persons have interested themselves in a study of the areas and 
the skeletons. Professor J. E. Guthrie has found an almost 
complete skeleton in a bog which has yielded a number of fine 
skulls. Professor Guthrie has furnished me the following splen- 


did account: 


“Dear Doctor Pammel: 

“I am writing to you in regard to the bones found imbedded 
in the Pettinger peat bog a few miles northeast of Ames. Sev- 
eral members of the Department of Zoology and Entomology 
have collected occasionally in this bog for a number of years 
and have brought in isolated bones. So far as I know the near- 
est to a complete skeleton that has been found was that of a 
bison, which I procured there in the spring of 1923. This was 
without the head, but the vertebral column was almost complete 
and the limbs of one side of the body. I have this material 
mounted in a laboratory room in the Department of Zoology. 

. “Besides this, I found a good many other bones widely sepa- 
rated from this and of course belonging to different skeletons. 
Part of one skull and parts of two jaws were found. These had 
been washed down stream and were at some distance from the 
bog. The color of the bones differed depending upon the depth 
they occupied in the peat and upon whether they had weathered 
long or not. With the exception of such thin pieces as ribs, they 
have mostly been kept in pretty fair condition. 

. “I have understood that several boys, one of whom was Max 
Herman, and another, one of Professor Levine’s boys, found a 
skull and some other bones of the bison and have presented them 
to the Timberhitch Boy Scout Lodge in Ames. 

_ “In the spring of 1923 I also found the antler of the Virginia 
deer, and Mr. Philip Spong found a fairly well preserved elk 
antler, both in the same bog. Men who knew this bog years ago 
have told me that it was formerly in a very soft condition and 
that there was then no outlet from it so that it remained so soft 
as to be very dangerous to domestic animals. Horses sometimes 
were mired and had to be drawn out of this bog by ox teams. 
Undoubtedly there are many bones of various kinds that it would 
be worth while to unearth and preserve, if the tract is ever to 
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be farmed. It would be wise, however, in view of the fact that 
some trees of rather rare species occur there, to keep this bog 
in its natural condition, if this can be done.” 


Yours very truly, 
J. E. Gururir, Professor of Zoology. 


Pettinger bog near Ames, covered with willows of several species, mainly 
beaked willow. Peat in the foreground, this peat being present back of ditch. 
Oaks, maples and elms in the background. Several buffalo horns and skeletons 
were found here from 1880 to 1923. (Photograph by M. E. Loder in 1925.) 


- Pettinger bog near Ames, looking northeast, with side hill covered with oak, - 
elm and hickory. (Photograph by M. H, Loder in 1925.) 
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A description of the Pettinger bog may be given as it resem- 
bles many others. The basis of the formation of these bogs is 
much alike. The Iowa peat bogs owe their formation to an 
impervious clay, which does not permit the water to seep into 
the ground. In some cases where the water could not drain a 
lake was formed, and through the accumulation of slowly disin- 
tegrating organic matter peat is formed. In some cases no doubt 
beavers were responsible for making these artificial lakes. The 
Pettinger bog no doubt was made by beaver. Growing near this 
bog on the slopes of the hill were growing the necessary soft 
wood so often used by the beaver like the large toothed aspen 
(Populus grandidentata) and aspen. This pond was no doubt 
located near the lower end of the ravine. Here the ravine opened 
into a large expanse which, when I first knew it forty years ago, 
was a bottom prairie with its sunflowers, asters, goldenrods, lilies, 
gentians and orchids (Habenaria bracteata). In other words, 
moisture reached this prairie through slow seepage of water. The 
slope of the hills to the south contained on its edges the bur oak, 
slippery elm, large toothed aspen, basswood, hazel, and in the 
open glacial material a small prairie, and abundance of pasque 
flower, black gamma grasses (Boutelona hirsuta and B. curtipen- 
dula), small blue stem, wild crab, plum, blackberry, and choke 
cherry. Carolina anemone, blue eyed grass, pluerisy root and 
other prairie plants were also found. The woods to the north 
consisted of the same species of trees and some others like the 
red oak, ironwood or hop-hornbeam, butternut, shagbark hickory, 
white oak, and where the windblown sand occurs the quercitron 
oak was and still is one of the dominant trees. 

The bog itself when I first became acquainted with it was 
partially drained by a ditch which started at the lower end of 
the bog. The following plants were common: dogwood (Cornus 
amomum ), the beaked willow (Salix rostrata), pussy willow (8. 
discolor), sandbar willow (S. longifolia), black willow (S. 
nigra), almond leaved willow (8. amygdaloides), marsh mari- 
gold (Caltha palustris), lousewort (Pedicularis lanceolata ), 
gerardia (Gerardia aspera), turtle head (Chelone glabra), mon- 
key flower (Mimulus ringens), greater lobelia (Lobelia syphil- 
itica ), Reed grass (Phragnites communis ), rice cut grass (Leer- 
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sia oryzoides ), sedge (Scirpus atrovireus), rush (Scirpus vali- 
dus), ditch stone crop (Penthorum sedoides), iris (Iris versi- 
color ), and orchid (Habenaria bracteata ). 

A full discussion of bogs and the floras will be found in a 
paper by the author on a comparative study of the vegetation of 
swamps, clay and sandstone areas in western Wisconsin, south- 
eastern Minnesota, northeastern, central, and southeastern Iowa,’ 
“Flora of the Iowa Peat Bogs,” and “Old Lake Vegetation of 
Hamilton County.’” 


Dr. B. Shimek reports on the bison in a peat bog, and in 
alluvial deposits.* The article is well illustrated. His article 
follows: 

“The most remarkable feature of the alluvial deposits border- 
ing the smaller creeks, however, is the presence in them of large 
numbers of skulls and bones of the bison, or buffalo, together 
with less common remains of the elk and the Virginia deer. 

~“The existence of the bison in considerable numbers in Iowa 
has long been disputed. The question was again precipitated in 
recent years by Professor Herbert Osborn’ who accepted the 
evidence as conclusively proving the existence of the bison in 
Iowa. This conclusion was challenged by Robert L. Garden, who 
later published his objections in book form® and the discussion 
brought out the fact that isolated skulls and bones of the bison 
had been frequently found in Iowa. The writer has personal 
knowledge of such discoveries in Woodbury, Mills, Lyon and 
Cerro Gordo counties besides a number of cases in Harrison and 
Monona counties. 

“Mrs. Charles I. Whiting presented a skull of a bison which 
was taken from the creek alluvium in section 10 of Center Town- 
ship, Monona County; Edwin Quick reported the discovery of 
two bison skulls in the southeast quarter of section 30 in Cooper 
Township, Monona County, and the antlers of a Virginia deer 

1Proc. Davenport Acad. of Science, vor ay p. 82, 

Plant World, Vol. It pe 4a, 

TELE Survein Vol X ey Bp. 561-701, Plath 1905. 

6This paper is entitled “Did the Buffalo Ever Exist in Iowa?’ and was pub- 


lished in 1907 by Robert L. Garden in a volume containing in addition a 
history of Scott Township, Mahaska County, Iowa, and war reminiscences. 
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in a well in the southeast quarter of section 16 in the same town- 
ship; C. G. Kiefer found a part of a bison’s skeleton in section 
24, township 80 north, range 42 west in Harrison County, and 
Smith’s History of Harrison County contains an account of such 
discoveries and of a killing of a bison in that county (pp. 123- 
126). 

“It is also worthy of note that the report of the Long Expe- 
dition states that on February 22, 1820, several buffaloes were 
killed near the Sioux River. This was probably the Little Sioux 
and within our territory.’ While the foregoing cases and many 
others like them, demonstrated the occasional occurrence of the 
bison in Iowa at a time not very remote, they did not conclusively 
prove that the animals were numerous. It remained for Harrison 
and Monona counties to furnish the conclusive evidence that the 
bison did occur in Iowa in large numbers. This evidence was 
furnished by two localities, one in each county, and consists of 
a large number of skulls and various parts of skeletons of the 
bison, associated with a few antlers and bones of the elk and the 
Virginia deer. The collection from Monona County locality along 
Beaver Creek is represented here. 

“The Monona County bone beds are located on the farm of 
G. F. Struble in Jordan Township. They extend along Beaver 
Creek for some distance, the best exposures being located in the 
northwest quarter of section 17, township 83 north, range 43 
west, and in the southeast quarter of section 8 in the same 
township. 

“Large numbers of bones had previously been taken from this 
deposit by Messrs. Struble, Mathiasen and Babcock, and these 
gentlemen also assisted Professor Calvin and the writer in mak- 
ing further collections and investigations. 

“In the best part of the exposure, the bones were buried to an 
average depth of about fifteen feet, and were exposed in the deep 
gully cut by Beaver Creek. This gully is here about eighteen. 
feet deep, and its greatest width is about thirty-five feet. The 


‘In the same report Major Long describes the journey across southwestern 
Towa, and records (in volume II, p. 108) the following statement May 24, 1820: 
Remains of bison, as bones, horns, hoofs, and the like are often seen in these 
plains, and in one instance . . . we discovered the recent track of a bull; but 
all the herds of these animals have deserted the country on this side of Council 
Blaffs. The bones of the elk and deer are very numerous. . . . the living animals 


are still to be found in plenty.” Thi 
Exploring Expedition. : : Te ee ae aes 
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lowest four feet of the exposure consists of a tough blue-black 
alluvial layer containing in some places, especially near the 
base, a large number of nearly vertical ferruginous root-tubes. 
Upward the material becomes somewhat lighter in both color and 
texture. Streaks of sand and fine gravel occur throughout. Bones 
were found in both the upper part of the lowest tough stratum 
and in the lower part of the upper layer. They were found pro- 
jecting from the banks, such as the one shown to the left in 
figure 1, for a considerable distance, and evidently Ses tas the 
remains of many animals. 

“An old beaver dam, buried to a depth of about twelve feet, 
was found here. Some of the sticks plainly showed the marks 
of beavers’ teeth. Numerous shells (listed in the alluvial column 
of the mollusk table) and bits of carbonized wood were associ- 
ated with the bones. 

“Mr. Struble reports that thirty years ago there was no gully 
at this point and that it was possible to drive across the creek. 
He says that the creek has done most of its cutting in the past 
ten years. 

“The Harrison County exposure is located along Hog Creek 
chiefly on the farm of Lester Adams in the northeast quarter of 
the southeast quarter of section 14, township 79 north, range 42 
west, near Logan, and extends to the adjoining southeast quarter 
of the same section. 

“The gully is here cut into alluvium to a depth of from eight 
to twelve feet. The alluvium presents the same structure as in 
the Struble section, but the exposed part of the stratum contain- 
ing the iron root-tubes is at least six feet deep. There are streaks 
of sand and gravel, ferruginous lines and cloudings, scattered 
irregular calcareous nodules, and many shells, besides the numer- 
ous bones of the bison and elk, which appeared chiefly about 
half way up the bank. 

“The alluvium which forms the banks and bed of Beaver and 
Hog creeks makes a very deep, soft mire when wet, and it is 
evident that during the period of aggradation by the creek the 
animals which came down to drink were mired and finally buried 
in the ooze of the creek bed. : 

“This explains the excellent state of preservation of the bones 
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for exposure to the air would have long since caused them to 
crumble. It also explains the great preponderance of the skulls 
and bones of males, which is striking wherever bison remains 
are found in Iowa. Very few skulls of females were found among 
those examined. The greater number of remains of males is evi- 
dently due to the fact that the heavier males had greater diffi- 
culty in extricating themselves from the mire and were over- 
whelmed. This would be especially true of old animals, and it 
is evident that these skulls belonged chiefly to such individuals. 

“The abundance of these bones in the alluvial beds warrants 
the conclusion that the bison was once common in Iowa, for the 
buried skeletons undoubtedly represent only a small part of the 
fauna of their time since only those which were buried in mire 
were preserved, all others disappearing completely. 

“In addition to the two great exposures here discussed there 
are numerous alluvial exposures which have yielded shells of 
mollusks only. These present the usual mixture of land and 
fresh-water forms found in alluvium, and are included in the 
mollusk table. The best of these exposures were observed at the 
following points in Harrison County: 


“1. In the deep and narrow gully, cut by Stowe Creek in the 
southeast quarter of section 6, township 81 north, range 43 west. 

“2. North of the county line exposure in section 5, township 
81 north, range 44 west. At the base of the bluff along the road 
shell-bearing alluvium is exposed to a height of ten feet. It con- 
tains bivalve shells also. 

“3. A deep gully on the southwest quarter of section 7, town- 
ship 79 north, range 43 west. This is the greatest of these 
gullies reaching a depth in some places of more than forty feet. 

“4. A low exposure east of the manganese dioxide bed in Sny- 
der’s Hollow. 

“5. The first road cut south of the Peyton sand pit south of 
Pisgah also shows an alluvial deposit with some calcareous nod- 
ules, numerous large land shells and a few Unios. The terrestrial 
shells are Polygyra profunda, Pyramidula alternata and Succinea 
ovalis. 

“6. Several sections along the road north of the Harrison 


County line, in Monona County, in section 34, north of exposure 
(2) and similar to it. 
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“7. Along Mucky Creek southeast of Mapleton. 
“8. Along Rock Creek south of Ute. The section is eight to 
ten feet deep.” 


Dr. H. Osborn in a most interesting article, “The Recently 
Extinct and Vanishing Animals of Iowa,’* lists the panther 
(Felis concolor), the lynx (Lyn canadensis), elk or wapiti 
(Cervus canadensis ), the Virginia deer (Odocoileus americanus ), 
the wild turkey (Meleagris gallapavo ), Carolina paroquet (Co- 
nurus carolinensis) and passenger pigeon (Ectopistes migra- 
torius ). 

Dr. Osborn gives 1868 or 1869 as the years of the last great 
flight of the passenger pigeon for Iowa.* The Mastodon, “re- 
cently extinct,” is mentioned because of the numerous skeletons 
which have been found. The buffalo is mentioned, and what is 
said about the buffalo is reprinted here to add to the material 
here presented: 


“Of the former residents of the state the buffalo (Bison bison 
L.) was undoubtedly the most magnificent and one whose de- 
parture from the plains region has caused the most regret. If 
records were wanting as to its actual occurrence within the 
borders of Iowa, there is abundant evidence in the finding of 
skulls and other portions of the skeleton to prove its former 
distribution over this region. These have been discovered at so 
many different points that it is useless to attempt the record of 
them all, but instances of their existing in the central part of 
the state are known to the writer personally. 

“Just when the last member of the species took its departure 
across the boundary line of the state for the region further 
west, or perished in some bog or swamp in the state area, it is 
impossible to say. In all probability the species was practically 
extinct within the state some time within the fifties or sixties, 
but I have been unable to find any record of sufficient definite- 
ness to locate the time within the decade. We know of course 
that they occurred in large numbers further west in Kansas, 
Nebraska and in the Dakotas as late as in the eighties, but they 


8See ANNALS OF Iowa, Vol, VI, pp. 561-69, January, 1905. 
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kept well beyond the bounds of permanent settlement. The 
buffalo represents a family of animals in which it is unique in 
this country, its nearest relative being the European buffalo or 
water buffalo of the old world. It is one of the largest of its 
family, and our species is one of the most magnificent of the 
group. Some fine specimens are preserved in the National Mu- 
seum at Washington, and in other large collections. A good 
example of the cow may be seen in the Museum of the State 
Agricultural College at Ames, Iowa, and numerous heads are 
exhibited at different places over the state. The species is pre- 
served in a few instances in captivity and it is possible that they 
may be kept in this condition so as to be available for study 
in the future. A fine herd may be seen at the New York Zoolog- 
ical Park. A few are still to be seen in their wild state in the 
National Park and it is to be hoped that their present numbers 
will be maintained so that the species in the wild state may not 
be entirely lost. The effort toward crossing this species with the 
domestic ox has been in some degree successful, and it is pos- 
sible that it may be preserved to some extent in this manner as 
a domestic species.” 


At an old settlers’ meeting of Jefferson County people E. R. 
Smith, in referring to buffalo in that county, spoke as follows: 
“For many years I have made inquiries of our old settlers to 
see if they or their parents ever saw any buffalo in Jefferson 
County. Hon. H. B. Mitchell told me that when he came here in 
1840 that there were skulls, bones and horns of buffalo about 
two miles west of Fairfield and that his brother killed buffalo 
near Des Moines until about 1850. 

“Cranmore Gage told me that buffalo horns and skulls were 
found in the buffalo wallow on his farm about one-half mile west 
of the Dexter factory and that oldtime settlers told his father and 
himself that big herds of buffalo came to this wallow and would 
paw up the dirt and tear it up with their horns and roll in the 
dust and mud to coat their hides with dirt to keep off the flies. 
I visited this buffalo wallow a few years ago; it is about 100 
feet long and 3 feet deep and has never been plowed, and I 
believe that whenever it is plowed buffalo horns and bones will 
be found. This buffalo wallow was last used about 1835. 


a 


—— 
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“TI have found only one man that ever saw buffaloes in Jeffer- 
son County and that was William H. Coop, the first white child 
born in Jefferson County. He remembers seeing 30 or 40 head 
of buffalo near the present town of Packwood about 1842 when 
he was six years old and saw them about ten years later in the 
center of the state. 

“In Walnut Township lived two regular buffalo hunters, Ike 
Turner and Joe Small. It was hard work to hunt buffalo and 
took a very hardy pioneer to keep up the chase. Sometimes the 
chase would take the hunters a long distance from home and they 
would not kill any buffalo and would be tired and hungry. Ike 
Turner knew every root, bug or animal that was fit to eat and 
would eat things that the Indians would not eat, such as bugs, 
polecats, snakes, lily roots, and bark of trees. Ike Turner and 
Joe Small drove some milk cows about 100 miles southwest of 
Fairfield, near Humeston, and caught four buffalo calves and 
raised them with cows. These buffalo and their descendants were 
kept near Merrimac™ for about forty years and the herd was so'd 
to William Davis of Rome in Henry County and he kept them for 
many years and a mounted head is now under the eaves of his 
barn on the main road between Fairfield and Mount Pleasant. 

“There was other game in Jefferson County. Hon. George 
Duffield of Keosauqua told me that he killed four black bears 
about four miles south of Fairfield on Cedar Creek. The bears 
were small and weighed about eighty or a hundred pounds each. 
Elk were reported in Jefferson County and deer were very 
numerous and a few antelope were reported on the prairies by 
hunters and trappers who were here about ten years before the 
first sttlers. Wild turkeys were very plentiful and the last ones 
were killed in Gilmer timber south of Lockridge about thirty- 
five years ago. Vic and Ralph Lamson were great hunters of 
wild turkey and reported killing one weighing twenty-six pounds. 
Prairie chickens and wild pigeons were very plentiful and easy 
to kill. Quail and pheasants were found in the brushy places. 
Jack rabbits’ were very scarce and a few were found around 
Glasgow and Beckwith until a few years ago. 

8aMerrimac was a hamlet and post office in the northeastern part of Jef- 


ferson County, section 36, Walnut Township, on the east bank of the Skunk 


River. It is now abandoned.—Hditor. 4 ee oe 
9Jack rabbits are recent migrants from the west in Story County since 1895. 


—L, H, Pammel, 
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John C. Hartman who has been much interested in pioneer 
history of Black Hawk County has given a very interesting ac- 
count of the finding of a buffalo skeleton in Waterloo. The article 
in the Waterloo Courier of September 9, 1922, states: 


“The horns, skull and other portions of the skeleton of a 
buffalo which was probably mired centuries ago in the prairie 
pond which in early days occupied the site were unearthed yes- 
terday by workmen while excavating for the foundation walls 
of the press room in the new Courier building, facing on Park 
Avenue west. 

“The surface of the pond was sixteen or eighteen feet below 
the commercial street level. The skeleton of the monarch of the 
prairies was found eight feet lower, or at a total of twenty-four 
or twenty-eight feet below the street level. 

“Just what caused this animal to meet its death here is purely 
speculative. The stratum where the bones were uncovered is 
composed of quicksand, ordinary sand and other soil elements. 
The depth indicates the animal was mired. there centuries ago— 
possibly before Columbus discovered America. The male buffa- 
loes many times fought each other to the death, or to the point 
of serious injury to one of the combatants, and the animals 
whose bones remain as evidence of his early existence may have 
been injured so badly that it wallowed in the pond to die. 

“Herds of buffaloes roamed this section of the country up to 
seventy or eighty years ago. 

“The skeleton of a bison was found while workmen were 
digging for the foundation of the electric light plant, eighty rods 
upstream from the Courier building at the mouth of Virden’s 
Creek. Workmen yesterday carried fragments of the skeleton 
home as souvenirs, but an attempt will be made to assemble the 
bones of the head at least.” 


Mr. Hartman amplifies the article in a letter to me dated 
September 30, 1922, as follows: 


“The portions of bison skeleton found here a few weeks ago 
were uncovered while excavating in a bed of sand that was at 
the bottom of what was in other days a bayou of the Cedar 
River. This sand bed is of considerable depth, as has been found 
in excavating for basement of annex to the new Courier building. 
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There were no materials or vestiges of plant life in formation in 
which the bones were found.” 
In 1921, October 25, Mr. Hartman wrote me as follows: 


“Several buffalo skulls have been unearthed in this vicinity. 
I gave one that came into my possession to the Teachers College 
at Cedar Falls, which contains my former private collection, 
which included quite a number of flint arrow heads and stone 
implements that I picked up in my tramps over the county. One 
of the finest buffalo skulls that I ever saw was dug out of a bog 
a few blocks from our office several years ago with some other 
buffalo bones. These are in the office of the superintendent of 
gas and electric company across the street from our office, and 
when you are in town again please call on me and I will take 
you over, that you may have a look at them. Two early settlers 
whom I knew well, who are now gone, told me of buffalo hunts 
within ten miles of Waterloo. Each killed buffalo, one, James 
Virden, making his kill in 1847, and Hiram Luddington in 1852. 
An old market hunter and trapper still living in Waterloo shot 
deer within six miles of this city in the middle fifties.” 

Mr. Hartman sent me much more fine material. In a letter 
dated August 9, 1928, he states: 


“TI send you herewith additional data on the buffalo in Iowa 
I promised you in May. This includes America Mullan’s remi- 
niscence of the Benton County buffalo hunters and captive buffalo 
calves and descriptions of buffalo skulls found in Franklin Coun- 
ty and Waterloo. Both are fine specimens. The photograph of 
Franklin County skull will make a good cut if you care to use 
it for an illustration. (See cut on page 419.) 

“About twenty-five years ago I was presented with a large 
buffalo skull taken from the Shell Rock River at Shell Rock or 
Clarksville, I have forgotten which. I was under the impression . 
when I first wrote you that this was the skull I gave the Teach- 
ers College museum but the photograph taken of the latter skull, 
which I took along when I went over there recently to measure 
the skull for you, when comparison was made, showed clearly 
that it was the Franklin. 

“I presume you have gathered much material by this time 
and find yourself confronted with the task of sorting and select- 
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ing that of most value and interest. You are welcome to my 
contributions but please don’t feel obligated to use any of it on 
my account. 

“Mrs. Charles Mullan,'® who with her husband arrived at the 
future townsite of Waterloo, Black Hawk County, June 24, 1846, 
in relating some of her early experiences in after years, told of 
an adventure of a party of buffalo hunters from Benton County. 

“One day early in the summer of 1847 or 1848 the outfit con- 
sisting of a number of men astride horses, several wagons loaded 
with crates, and milk cows being led, stopped at their cabin, the 
first dwelling erected in Waterloo to be. They were informed 
by the leader of this strange caravan that they were headed for 
northern Iowa where they hoped to capture some buffalo calves 
and that the cows would be their foster mothers if the hunt was 
successful. 

“Late one afternoon a few weeks afterward the returning 
hunters again halted near the Mullan home and camped for the 
night. The wagons bore several small buffalo calves which were 
unloaded and given an opportunity to suck the cows which they 
did with avidity. In response to inquiry, description of the lo- 
cality in which the young buffalo were captured led the Mullans 
to believe that it was in Cerro Gordo County near where Mason 
City was later laid out. The captive animals were kept in a 
corral at or near Benton City" and Mrs. Mullan said that her 
husband later saw them on a number of occasions while on his 
way to Cedar Rapids and Marion for mail and supplies. Some 


grew to maturity, she believed, but of their ultimate disposition 
she was uninformed.” 


Mr. Hartman further writes: 


“In the summer of 1910 while excavating a drainage ditch 
seven miles east of Dows, Franklin County, a buffalo skull was 
found among other animal bones at a depth of ten feet. The 
surface of the ground, which at this point was near the edge of 


_ 0Mrs. Charles Mullan’s maiden name was America Virden and she was a 

sister of John, William and James Virden mentioned in stories of buffalo bunts 

in Black Hawk County by Hiram Luddington and James Virden. She was born 

oh pg ed pa Feecees * rete = died November 20, 1902. It was a 
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a slough, was mound shaped and supposed to contain a spring 
at a remote period. Some animals that came there to drink evi- 
dently mired down and lost their lives; many bones were in 
evidence. A. O. Tabor, in charge of construction, gave this skull 
and other buffalo bones to John C. Hartman, Waterloo, who, in 
1917, placed them in the museum of State Teachers College, 
Cedar Falls. Measurements are, length, 215 inches; width fore- 


Fe 


Photograph of buffalo skull taken from slough 7 miles east of Dows, 1910, 
while excavating drainage ditch. Found at depth of 10 feet. A. A. Tabor, 
Waterloo, in charge of construction, gave it to John C. Hartman, who placed 
it in Teachers College Museum, Cedar Falls, Iowa. Length 21% inches;. width, 
forehead 11% inches; eyesockets (outside) 134% inches; hornspread (core) 26% 
inches; length lower jaw 17% inches. One scapula, 19% inches long; another. 
scapula, 10% inches, were found. 


head, 1114 inches; width at eyesockets (outside), 131% inches; 
horn spread (cores), 2614 inches. 

“A buffalo skull was unearthed in 1917 by workmen while ex- 
cavating for foundation of Iowa Public Service Corporation's 
power plant, Waterloo, in marshy soil at mouth of Virden Creek, 
about twenty rods above east end of Mullan Avenue bridge. It 
was found five or six feet below the surface. A stone axe lay 
near it. The skull was given to Henry W. Grout, Waterloo, and 
by him placed in a case with other specimens in Black Hawk 
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County Court House, Waterloo. Measurements are, length, 2114 
inches; width forehead, 11 inches; width at eyesockets (outside), 
1314 inches; horn spread (cores), 24 inches.” 


Dr. George Mogridge who has a keen interest in such matters 
and knowing of my interest in buffalo, on February 1, 1923, sent 
me the following communication from Glenwood: 


“Since my return home I have been trying to find something 
in regard to the finding of the two buffalo skulls which are at 
the institution. Dr. F. M. Shriver of our city tells me that be- 
tween twenty and twenty-five years ago these two skulls were 
found in a gulch after a heavy rain. The place they were found 
is south and a little west of Glenwood, in what is known as the 
Wabaunsee hills, and a gulch is near the Wabaunsee Church. 
The Doctor tells me that these skulls were probably about fifteen 
or twenty feet below the surface in drift soil. He also tells me 
that in the same locality there were some mastodon bones found, 
and also a tusk, probably a mastodon tusk. This was about six 
inches in diameter and about two feet long. It was, however, 
broken, so that the exact length of the entire tusk is not known. 
He tells me there was also found in the same vicinity a bear’s 
skull, but as to this last named, he does not know who got it or 
where it is now. 

“The bones and tusk mentioned were in Dr. Shriver’s posses- 
sion at one time, but were destroyed in a fire which occurred a 
few years ago. 

“This is about all the information I can get in regard to the 
skulls of the buffalo of which I spoke to you when I was in Des 
Moines a couple of weeks ago.” 


F. H. Osborn of Farlin, Iowa, on November 8, 1926, sent me 
an interesting affidavit of a buffalo skull found near Farlin. He: 
said: “I am enclosing affidavit of M. C. Youngblood regarding 
the finding of the buffalo head left for you at the A. T. O. House. 
If there are any further details you want let me know.” 


eee ef SE EES NETO LORIE 
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AFFIDAVIT 
County of Greene (** 

I, M. C. Youngblood, being first duly sworn, depose and say that for 
several years I have rented and farmed part of the former bed of 
Goose Lake located largely in section one, Bristol Township, Greene 
County ; 

That, on or about April 15, 1926, while plowing in the northeast 
quarter of said section, I uncovered the head of a buffalo with horns 
attached, preserved same and have requested that same be forwarded 
to the Iowa State College at Ames; 

That, said buffalo head was plowed up in peat land about thirty rods 
west of the east edge of the old lake. 

Dated at Jefferson, Iowa, this 6th day of November, 1926. 

M. C. Youngblood. 

Subscribed and sworn to by M. C. Youngblood this 6th day of No- 
vember, 1926. 


State of Iowa 


F, H. Osborn, Notary Public. 


John R. Sage on November 10, 1926, writes as follows: 


- “Last Thursday evening I met I’. H. Osborn of Farlin. I was 
interested in talking to Mr. Osborn. He seemed to know a great 
deal about the region where this buffalo head was found. He 
states that he is planning to secure affidavits from people who 
know the region. He may be able to secure statements from 
people who have actually seen buffaloes grazing in that neigh- 
borhood.—J. R. Sage, Registrar.” 

Professor Guthrie on November 26, 1926, acknowledged re- 
ceipt of the skull as follows: 


“The department wishes to thank you for the bison skull, 
which you received from M. C. Youngblood of Greene County, 
and for the affidavit which accompanies the specimen. I find that 
it is not quite so large as the one which you found and gave us 
from the Joe Pettinger bog near Ames. 

“Tt is more complete, however, in that it has most of the teeth 
—five cheek teeth on each side—and also one of the nasal bones. 


‘The measurement from tip to tip of horn cores is 24 inches. The 


circumference of the bur at the base of the horn core is 101% 
inches. The frontal measurement between the tops of the bony 
orbits of the eyes is 13 inches. The measurement between horn 
tips is about one inch less than the one mentioned above.” 
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The following item from the Ames Tribune of December 20, 
1927, gives an account of the finding of a buffalo skull northeast 
of Ames in the Pettinger peat bog: 


“Eyidence that the now nearly extinct buffalo roamed at will 
through central Iowa, came to light here last week when Dr. | 
H. Pammel, head of the botany department of Iowa State Col- 
lege, unearthed the skull of a huge buffalo bull while on a field 
trip with a dendrology class. 

“The skull, which was in a well preserved condition, was 
found about two miles northeast of Ames in a peat bog. The 
students under Dr. Pammel were examining tree species of the 
vicinity when the Doctor unearthed the skull. 

“Examination and measurements by Professor J. E. Guthrie 
of the Zoology Department revealed that the skull very nearly 
equaled in size the one on exhibition in the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution at Washington. ; 

“According to Drs. Pammel and Guthrie, buffalo remains have 
been found near the college before. Dr. Beal, former professor 
of zoology, found buffalo bones here more than forty years ago. 
Elk antlers were also found on the college farm lands. However, 
the present find is exceptional in that the skull is of unusual 
size.” 

In 1927 I found another nearly complete skeleton. Professor 
J. E. Guthrie writes me under date of December 15, 1921: 


“T have just made a comparative measurement of the skull 
and radius which you sent us and have placed these measure- 
ments in a comparative table with those given by Dr. Hay taken 
from a specimen in the United States National Museum. The 
radius is quite possibly that of a larger animal than that which 
bore the skull, as I find that it is somewhat longer than that 
given by Dr. Hay and yet that the skull is not so large. Dr. Hay 
does not state where this specimen No. 12456 was taken. 

“Comparative measurements of skull and left radius of bison 
found by Dr. L. H. Pammel at the Pettinger bog with same 


measurements on a mounted skeleton No. 12456 in the U. S. 
National Museum,’ 


Pad 
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SKULL 
U.S. Nat.Mus. Pettinger 
No. 12456 Skull 
WWacthGatercat Or Orbitses see a eee, : mm. 340 mm. 
Width at mastoid region 270 
From occipital protuberance to line joining rear 
Cte OL OL Soe see ee ee A ee 190 
Length of horn core along upper curve 220 
Length of horn core along lower CUrV€..ccccccnn 267 
Circumference of horn core at base... 245 
Diameter of horn core in plane of face 78 
Diameter of horn core right angles to plane of 
FE ES Ce cee IE ae ge eet 8 83 99 
Breadth between tips of Horn COVES .ecccccccnecnnnn 610 635 
LEFT RADIUS 
1 LafSUUAg PosPoe an ooee  e eee 335 350 
Diameter from side to side at middle of length... 57 60 
Diameter from front to back at middle of length 36 35 


The Atlanta (Georgia) Journal of March 2, 1930, said: 
“There is on exhibition in the Museum of Parsons College a 
fine buffalo skull found near the head waters of the Shoshone. 
The horns from tip to tip measure 2614 inches. Each measures 
from the tip to the base at the top of the head 71% inches. Meas- 
urements of a buffalo head are given of “Old Tex,” one of the 
buffaloes obtained originally from the Goodnight herd of Texas: 
Horns, tip to tip, 201% inches; left horn, 16 inches; right horn, 
1514 inches; widest inside spread, 3014 inches.” 

These measurements may be compared with those of the skulls 


found in Ames. 


Mrs. F. W. Knight writes me concerning buffalo skulls from 
Spencer, November 5, 1926: “On our old ranch, sold over 
twenty years ago, we had those ditches I mentioned made with a 
capstan ditching machine that made ditches about three feet wide 
as I remember it. Large quantities of bones were brought out. 
Also a material that when spread on a board dried just like 
cement or plaster, and chunks of ice as large as a wash tub— 
and this was in July. 

“This was a very treacherous slough. If you would take hold 
of a hummock and shake it, what looked like fairly solid ground 
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would quiver for ten to fifteen feet around, according to the 
strength of the shake. Streams of water ran into the Sioux from 
these ditches. 

“T was at Graettinger Sunday, and E. S. George whose family 
I went to see, told me that he had three skulls, if they were not 
lost, that he had picked out of a spring on one of his places. 
He lays the crowding into the sloughs and water holes to prairie 
fires. If you can get in correspondence with him he can tell you 
quite a bit as he went to Graettinger when the country was very 
raw and new. 

“T think the articles that have been printed about the buffalo 
will bring out comment that will be useful to you, and give you 
the names of people who can tell you quite a bit more than is 
printed. I hope so, anyway. We have a number of buffalo horns 
if we can find them. I wish you success in your interesting 
work.” 


N. L. Stiles of Cherokee write me on April 8, 1930, as follows: 


“Getting down to modern buffalo, the first settlers in our coun- 
ty came in 1855, and while elk and deer were very plentiful there 
were no buffalo just here then and no skeletal remains on the 
prairie, although the trails and wallows were still easily recog- 
nized and could not have been abandoned for very long. 

“Albert Phipps, who came here in 1855 and was one of the 
first settlers and a leader in the Milford colony, killed the last 
buffalo of which there is any record, but that was over near 
Ruthven on Lost Island Lake, I think in 1858. He there ran 
on to a herd of seven and brought back to Cherokee what meat 
he could carry. In 1868 the cattle herders tell me there were 
no buffalo bones on top of the sod, but they found them fre- 
quently washing out of draws. We still find good skulls washed 
out in this way nearly every year. 

“Another way of approach is from the refuse heaps of the 
Indian villages, and I believe Dr. Charles R. Keyes of Cornell 
College, Mount Vernon, could be helpful there. For instance, 
we find that the shoulder blade of a buffalo was a favorite imple- 
ment used as a spade or hoe. The shin bone was used by some 


arrow makers in their work, and this and other bones for handles 
to scrapers and other tools. 
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“To fix the dates is the hard thing. The Mill Creek culture, 
as named by Dr. Keyes, centers in Cherokee County and has 
some wonderful refuse heaps. In them I cannot recall ever hay- 
ing found buffalo bones just at the top. The uppermost bones 
are usually elk, perhaps also bear and deer, but just below the 
surface the cracked marrow bones of the buffalo are soon met 
with, These facts would help if we knew when the Mill Creek 
people left, but we do not know this. However, Keyes may have 
a fair idea of the age of the buffalo strata. 

“My personal guess would be that the buffalo only existed 
here as a summer feeder, within the last two hundred years. 
You might be very much interested in some of the buffalo picto- 
graphs that we have found in the mounds, but the dates are im- 
possible to give. For instance, I have found these pictures of 
buffalo carved on Catlinite (pipestone) while following the 
breaking plow in true prairie sod. One in particular, of a 
wounded buffalo heifer, I found was covered by four inches of 
strong sod. I could guess that it had been buried two hundred 
years, but that would not prove that there were not large herds 
of buffalo here after that.” 

A letter from Mrs. George follows: “At the Palo Alto fair 
this fall there was a buffalo skull on exhibition by William 
Reuhle of Emmetsburg, a blacksmith. The card on it stated that 
it was found in one of the Emmet County lakes I believe. It was 
a very fine specimen, nearly perfect. It is much better than any 
of mine. If you would write him you might get it. I have a few 
bones that were found with the skulls.” 


Mrs. Stella M. Case, one of the highly respected pioneers of 
Boone County, writes me under date of October 21, 1926, as fol- 
lows: “I was very much interested in your article about buffa- 
loes in The Des Moines Register, October 19, 1926. While we 
were on our farm three miles north of Madrid, Boone County, 
about 1913 or 1914 my husband, while plowing up the pond that 
we had tiled out, plowed up quite a large number of bones of a 
large buffalo. It was imbedded in the peat, head to southeast, 
tail to northwest. I have saved and shellacked the bones and 
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have them in my geology collection. Have several vertebra, 
horns, face bones, both lower jaws and teeth, leg bones and 
several other. The man at the other end of the bog found good 
elk horns, and I believe he gave them to Mr. Lucas, father of 
Guy Lucas, editor of the Madrid News. I believe he also has 
the mastodon tooth that was found in the gravel pit near our 
farm. The man that we bought the farm of said that he had 
lived there fifty years, but had never seen a buffalo, but one of 
the neighbors said that her folks saw one there during that 
time. So we know there were buffaloes in Iowa at one time” 


Professor A. O. Thomas found a lot of interesting buffalo 
material near Cherokee. The following from a press dispatch 
in the Ames Evening Tribune of October 29, 1925: 


“The life of thousands of prehistoric buffalo has been dis- 
closed by the investigation of remains on the bank of the Little 
Sioux River near Cherokee, where great herds lived and fought 
thousands of years ago. Professor A. O. Thomas of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa has just returned to Iowa City after making an 
examination of the deposits with Dr. W. D. Mathew of the 
American Museum of New York City. 

“The relics of a once powerful race of animals were found in 
the mud and dirt of the left bank of the stream by a Cherokee 
man, Dr. I’, J. Cable. The deposit, four miles north of Chero- 
kee, extends about 100 feet along the bank and has been exam- 
ined to a depth of twenty feet. 

““We found evidence of thousands of almost perfect skeletons 
of prehistoric buffalo,’ Professor Thomas said here today. “The 
river apparently served as their watering place ages ago, as the 
bones are doubtless thousands of years old. These herds of ani- 
mals, crowding each other on the banks of the stream, forced 
one another down into the muck, their successors trampling their 
bodies further down as they went on. The river after thousands 
of years, has now eaten back into the dirt and laid bare this epi- 
sode of prehistoric life.’ 

“The bones will be recovered by Professor Thomas and Dr. 
Mathew next summer when the weather is more favorable, ac- 
cording to plans, The bones, although in an almost perfect state 
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of preservation, are very brittle and cannot be taken out at this 
season of the year, Professor Thomas stated.” 

A further article on this discovery appeared in the Des Moines 
Register, October 27, 1925: “Dr. W. D. Matthew, curator of 
the American Museum of Natural History, after a preliminary 
examination of the fossil bone deposit near Cherokee, pronounces 
the bones bison and postglacial. Until he has more carefully 
examined specimens, Dr. Matthew will render no opinion as to 
whether these bones are to be identified with buffalo of the 
present. He regards the find as important and believes the de- 
posit may be extensive. The skeletons are articulated and Dr. 
Matthew believes that with proper care exhibits may be recov- 
ered and restored in their entirety.” 

~ (In another place I shall refer to a note on buffalo skeletons 
near Cherokee. ) 


The Marshalltown Times-Republican for November 27, 1924, 
published an interesting item about the buffalo near Alden in 
Hardin County: “J. J. Nachaze, living seven miles north of 
Alden, has in his possession a well preserved buffalo skull which 
was dug up about a mile north of his place when the dredge 
ditch went through a swamp. The skull is in a fair state of 
preservation and mute evidence that the herds once roamed the 
plains of Iowa. Early settlers have told the story of a herd of 
buffalo which, driven before a storm, plunged into the swamp 
and were driven farther on by masses behind them. This. skull 
is one of a dozen or more unearthed by the dredge and some 
were found seven feet underground together with many other 
bones.” 


In 1921 the writer made a study of an interesting peat bog on 
the farm of Wilkes Williams near Postville in the Iowan drift 
sheet. Mr. Williams pointed out to me where he found some 
interesting bison skulls. I think this the most northeasterly sec- 
tion where they have been found in Iowa. The letter of Mr. 
Williams of December 3, 1921, follows: 


“In regard to the buffalo skulls you mention, both from male 
animals, as it is some years since they were found I cannot re- 
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member whether they were found ‘in place’ or had been washed 
out and carried down the stream. 

“The peat marsh where they were found is located in section 
21, township 95 north, range 6 west, in Grand Meadow Town- 
ship, Clayton County. The stream that flows out of the marsh 
has cut a ditch about twelve feet deep some distance back into 
the marsh. The sides of the ditch show at the bottom about 2 
feet, 6 inches of clay, then 8 feet of peat, on top of that 2 feet 
of soil washed onto the marsh since the surrounding fields have 
been under the plow. 

“I made a trip to the marsh this afternoon. Examining the 
sides of the ditch I found at two places about a hundred feet 
apart, at about the middle of the peat layer, a number of bones 
still fast in the peat. I am not enough of an anatomist to be 
able to say positively that they were buffalo bones, but judging 
by the size it seems very likely that they were. Probably the 
skulls came from the same horizon. 

“Tf the occurrence of buffalo in Iowa since there have been 
settlements in the state is of any interest to you I can cite you 
one instance. Early in the 1850’s my father, E. H. Williams, 
drove from his home in Clayton County out to what is now Han- 
cock County. There had been a small herd of buffalo in the 
neighborhood, of which the Indians had killed five. My father 
saw one of them, a cow, lying dead on the prairie. 

“In regard to the skulls, my brother gave them to Charles 
Larrabee, Jr., and William Larrabee, III. I will suggest to the 
boys that Mr. Harlan would be a very safe custodian for their 
collection.” 

The peat bog referred to by Mr. Williams is one of the typical 
peat bogs of northern Iowa. One of the most interesting plants 
in the bog is the bog white willow, also known as the sage or 
hoary willow (Salix candida) which is fairly common over the 
entire bog. There was also present in this bog some of the glau- 
cous willow (S. discolor) and (S. pellita), and along with them 
Cornus stolonifera, and an abundance of Carez filiformis and 
Spiraea salicifolia, Carew grayii, Aster novae-angliae, and A. 
novae-belgii, Gentiana crinita, Eupatorium purpureum, E. per- 
foliatum, and Lobelia siphilitica, 
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Frank A. Warnke of Emmetsburg sent me a fine skull with 
the following letter: “This buffalo head was found by Frank 
Warnke of Emmetsburg, in 1900, on the west shore of Swan 
Lake in Emmet County. It was covered with mud and water, 
and was discovered by him while wading in a swamp hunting 
ducks, when he happened to step on it.” 

Professor Guthrie comments as follows: “I have been exam- 
ining and measuring the buffalo skull, which you obtained from 
I. A. Warnke of Emmetsburg. If I remember correctly you 
said that the skull had been obtained at Swan Lake. I noticed 
that there are two Swan Lakes in that part of the state and I 
assume that you refer to the one in Emmet County, north of 
Emmetsburg. The other, I believe, is in Palo Alto County far- 
ther south. 

“The skull is in excellent condition and is the best one that 
we have received or that we have in the museum, as well as the 
largest. The measurements of this one are 27 inches in greatest 
width across the horn cores; 251% inches from tip to tip of the 
horn cores (the curviture brings the tips a little closer together 
than the cores, slightly nearer to the head). The horn cores 
measure each about 12 inches in circumference at the burr, which 
is the largest place on them. The length of the skull is 2114 
inches. 

“T am writing to Mr. Warnke acknowledging this specimen 
and we wish to thank you very much for your interest in the 
museum and for this particular evidence of it. It means much 
to a museum to be able to secure specimens of a kind that for 
this state at least will soon be utterly unobtainable.” 


In Dolliver Memorial Park there is an interesting hollow 
known as Boneyard Hollow. I have found this one of the inter- 
esting places. Some legendary stories are connected with it. 
This hollow or canyon is flanked by sandstone ledges, and the 
narrow valley during part of the year has flowing water which 
empties into the Des Moines. The terrace, geologists think, be- 
longs to the Wisconsin glacial age. Bones of human beings, In- 
dian arrowheads, some implements made of copper, and bones 
of elk, deer and buffalo have been found there. The bones are 
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not of recent origin, because mature trees are. growing over the 
terrace. It is supposed by some that it is one of the Indian dump 
piles. Of course there is no reason to doubt that they belong to 
the Indian. In this hollow I found a fine buffalo skull. 


In the Des Moines Register appeared this article, October 29, 
1927: 


“Ida Grove. The Ida County Historical Society has been 
presented with a fine specimen of a petrified buffalo head 
which was found in Douglas Township by County Supervisor 
Will A. Love while doing road work in that portion of the county. 
Matt Knudsen has also presented a stone axe, which he found 
on his farm several years ago.” 

An item about a buffalo skull found in Ida Grove is written 
by Dr. G. C. Moorehead as follows: “Your letter addressed to 
our historical seciety just received. The buffalo head we have 
was found in the northern part of our county about six feet 
under ground in a ravine. It is in excellent state of preservation. 
I also have a head found five years ago 25 feet under ground but 
not so perfect. The measurements of the last one found are as 
follows: Between tips of horns (bony structure only remains), 
24 inches; between orbits, 13 inches; from back of head to tip 
of jaw, 23 inches; diameter of orbits, 3 inches; weight, 19 
pounds. 

“A few of the teeth remain and are in good state of preser- 
vation, The color of the head is a reddish brown approaching 
maroon. This and the weight has made me feel that petrifaction 
was going on, replacing the bony structure. Some of our draws 
contain enough iron to give color to the water where it stands in 
pools. -I am collecting specimens that may be of interest and 
have some pieces of elephant teeth, a number of shark teeth and. 
am getting some good Indian relies.” 


H. L. Taylor records the occurrence of a buffalo skull near 
Forest City. Mr. Taylor has long been interested in relics and 
fossils. On August 24, 1927, Mr. Taylor writes: 


“When you were here to visit the Pilot Knob State Park re- 
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cently I promised you something on buffalo. I have four skulls 
that were taken from Lime Creek, a short distance south and 
east of Forest City. One was found by S. E. Stieff, three miles 
south and west of Forest City, who plowed it up in the field. 
This happened on September 13, 1922. Another was found 
about twelve miles north and west of Forest City. This one is a 
perfect specimen, the best I have ever seen. It was given to us 
by H. H. Burman of Forest City. One of the other ones was 
given by E. J. Olson, the other by Bert W. Chamber of Forest 
City.” 

The Des Moines Register, October 28, 1928, published an ac- 
count of the finding of bison horns near Clarion: “‘A set of buffalo 
horns found on the John Kirstein farm south of Clarion has 
been presented to the public library-here by Mr. Kirstein. The 
horns are in a remarkable state of preservation, notwithstanding 


their long burial in the ground.” 


A. J. Barkley wrote an interesting letter on December 21, 
1921: “I noticed an item from your pen this morning, and sus- 
pecting the discovery of a buffalo skull found in a bog as proof 
that buffalo once grazed on the Iowa prairies years ago, I told 
Charles Aldrich that in 1856 I had found a fairly well preserved 
buffalo skull in a sidehill sand bank in our pasture. Mr. Aldrich 
then fished out a copy of an old ‘Ioway’ newspaper report show- 
ing that an officer who had been ordered to go across the country 
from Fort Des Moines to Dubuque and send a topographic report 
of the country as to whether the land. was tillable or desert, 
whether or not it was well watered, timbered, etc., in that report 
the officer in charge of the squadron said they were detained half 
a day at a ford on the Iowa River for the crossing of a great herd 
of buffalo at latitude so and so, longitude so and so, which made 
it near Marietta, Marshall County. 

“Having been born in Linn County, Iowa, about eighty years 
ago I have always taken a great interest in the early history and 
settlement of the state. The ‘Big Sixth’ district covered, as I 
remember, about twenty-six counties in northwest Iowa. In that 
district in the early fifties thousands and thousands of elk horns 
covered every section of the prairie land. Upton Sinclair once 
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said that the ‘Elk never inhabited Iowa but haunted the tall 
timber of the far North.’ Well, then they must have come a long, 


long way every year to shed their horns.” 


The following is an interesting item about buffalo or bison 
appearing in the vicinity of the Ledges by Carl Fritz Henning,” 
he having found some buffalo bones near Iowa Center: 


“T wish that I were a writer so that I could give to you an 
idea of my feelings at finding these positive proofs of the early 
existence of the American bison in Iowa. But more than all, 
would that my pen could truthfully describe the picture that 
came up before us as we stood in that lonely boggy place in the 
stillness of the night. The soft moonlight threw shadows across 
the prairie from the fleeting clouds. As cloud after cloud floated 
to the northward it seemed that once more the vast army of 
buffalo, the grandest, noblest animal that ever roamed the Ameri- 
can plains, was passing in review before us. If it were in my 
power to describe to you the feeling of sadness as I realized that 
the same utter disregard for life that had exterminated the buffalo 
has already caused the prairie chicken to vanish from our stubble 
fields and meadow lands, and would ere long hush the bobwhite’s 
note along the roadside 


if I could paint this to you in colors 
true to the real conditions, then never again would one of these 


noble game birds be destroyed by the hand of man without a 
just cause.’’! 


“Joseph Shultz brought us quite a curiosity in the shape of a 
petrified head of a bison or American buffalo. [None of the 
buffalo skulls are petrified —L. H. P.] The head was found by 
Mr. Smith and his force while dredging in a marsh on the Nels 
Nelson farm north of town. The head is in perfect state of 


12Ledges State Park Booklet, p. 11, Second Edition. 

1Buffalo skeletons were not uncommon as late as 1895.. The writer found a 
particularly good one near Fort Morgan, Colorado, some three or four miles to 
the north, which is part of the zoological collection of Iowa State College. 

The writer found a fine buffalo skull in the Arapahoe Mountains on the 
west slope of the Rockies in Colorado not far from Fraser on Beaver Creek at 
an altitude of 9,500 feet. It was embedded in peat in an old beaver bog. It 
was in a good state of preservation. This skull is now in the zoological museum, 
Iowa State College. Pike in his ‘Journal’ mentions the less frequency of the 
buffalo at higher altitudes. In a letter to me Dr. A. O, Weese of Norman, Okla- 
homa, reports the finding of a fine skull near Hutchiso: , Minnesota. : 

The writer also found a fine buffalo skull in northern Michigan imbedded in 
sandy soil on the shores of Lake Superior near Ontonagon, Michigan, ' 


= > 


BUFFALO IN IOWA 433 | 


preservation, the horn being intact. It was found five feet below 
the surface of the ground. A lordly monarch of the boundless 
prairie in prehistoric, bygone years sunk to his death in this 
marsh while his flock stood looking on in wonderment. It was a 
tragedy of the prairies in which this gigantic bison was the cen- 
tral figure. There was a time in bygone years when the bison 
traversed the wide prairies in countless numbers. We do not 
know how many years the buffalo has been extinct in this lo- 
cality. The writer settled on the old homestead in Douglas Town- 
ship with his parents in the spring of 1867 when he was a very 
small boy. At that time there were plenty of deer and elk but no 
buffalo. We have seen a number of buffaloes in captivity but 
none in the wild state. The buffalo head is a reminder of the 
early years when this country was the hunting domain of the 
Sacs, the Foxes and the Winnebagos, before the advent of the 


white man.’—Newell Mirror." 


Miss Miriam Standing of Earlham calls my attention to an 
interesting buffalo skeleton found in Dallas County north of 
Earlham on a bend of Bear Creek. This creek winds around 
and has in it quicksand. Charles Standing was removing some 
of the sand from the bank when he found this skeleton. 

Walt W. Slocum of Massena, Cass County, recently called my 
attention to an interesting buffalo skull which he found near. 
Menlo. The find is interesting as we do not have many buffalo 
skulls from that section of Iowa. His letter follows: 


“In times past it was a much mooted idea whether the habitat 
of the American bison extended east of the Missouri River. In 
all likelihood no man now living ever witnessed these shaggy 
animals in this territory. However there are indisputable facts 
that prove that they were here. 

“For instance in Adair County on the road between Orient 
and Greenfield is located a country school always known as 
Buffalo Wallow School. The lands surrounding this point are 
rough and show a condition that may easily be recognized as an 
old time ‘wallow.’ The soil is loose and sandy and no doubt many 
a shaggy buffalo bull has polished his ebony horns in this locality. 


14From Sac City Bulletin, Dec. 27, 1919. 
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“In June, 1930, while G. W. Ball, and George Chambers of 
Howe, Adair County, were repairing fences after a freshet, on 
the farm of the latter, the frontal and horns of a large bison 
were found in the bed of Middle River. These men brought the 
water logged specimen to the bank and allowed it to dry, and 
later it was shellacked and is in the private Slocum collection 
in Massena, Iowa. 

“The horns measure twenty-seven inches in a straight line, 
from tip to tip, and are in very good state of preservation. 

“The place where they were found is about eleven miles south 
of Menlo, and approximately a hundred miles east of the Mis- 
souri River. The horns were deeply imbedded in the bank soil 
and heavy rains caused the river bank to cave and allow the 
horns to loosen and fall into the river. It was a rare find as few 
bones or other remains of the bison are to be found in western 
Iowa. This would seem conclusive evidence that there were bison 
to be found east of the river as it is not reasonable to suppose 
that same would be transported that distance. 

“In the same vicinity Mr. Ball has located a number of very 
interesting archaeological specimens, including two splendid 
spear heads over ten inches in length, as well as many toma- 
hawks, arrows, scrapers, knives, ete. The sandstone formations 
are also rich in fossils, and many students as well as private 
collectors enjoy collecting and studying in that vicinity.” 

(To be continued) 


THE BICYCLE ERA 


That grand old conservator of culture and thought, Bro. John- 
son, of the Journal, is considerably exercised because, he says, 
the Ewpress claims the credit of originating the bicycle courier ? 
idea of bringing in the election returns. Well, well, too bad !— 
The Knoxville Express, November 4, 1896. (In the Newspaper 


Department of the Historical, Memorial and Art Department 
of Iowa.) 
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ABANDONED TOWNS, VILLAGES AND POST OFFICES 
OF IOWA 


By Davin C. Mort 


The Historical Department for a long time has had need of a 
list of abandoned towns, villages and post offices of the state, 
with their locations. Such a list we have conceived would add 
to the geographical and historical information of early Iowa, 
and would enable us to more intelligently answer questions which 
have many times gone unanswered. We hope such a list pub- 
lished in the ANNAts may be of similar help to those working 
in the libraries of the state to which this publication goes. 

Our purpose is to list only those places that have been aban- 
doned, and thus help to keep their names and memories from 
oblivion. Every country post office, hamlet, village or town that 
has passed away was, during its existence, of importance to its 
surrounding country. Some of these ghost towns were impor- 
tant business centers in pioneer days. Some had milling inter- 
ests, both grain and lumber, others were simply trading and in- 
dustrial centers. Their downfall came because of different rea- 
sons—the failure of water power, the waning of navigation of 
our inland rivers, the coming of railroads which so often missed 
these towns, the coming of the automobile which made travel 
and transportation speedier and easier, the coming of rural mail 
service, and many other things included in the evolution from 
pioneer times and conditions to the present. The blasted hopes 
of many an ambitious village bring a sense of regret. Many a 


Sweet Auburn, lovliest village of the plain 


is now a meadow or a corn field, with no trace of.its former busy 


life. 


No busy steps the grass-grown footway tread, 
For all the blooming flush of life is fled. 


Scanning the names the pioneers gave these places furnishes 
a glimpse into the life of those times. These early settlers drew 
heavily on nature as suggested by their surroundings. Witness 
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Iveyville, Paint Rock, Beetrace, and Muddy. They played with 
the word “prairie” in many ways, such as Prairie Hill, Mid 
Prairie and Pleasant Prairie. The word “grove” entered into 
endless formations such as Hickory Grove, Shady Grove, and 
Turkey Grove. Their belief that they had achieved their fond- 
est hopes is sometimes indicated by such names as Eden, Para- 
dise, and Tranquility. Domestic affections had a part in many 
selections, as Janetown, Eliza, Elvira, and Annieville. Romance 
and interest run clear through the whole list of these pioneer 
places. A name always had a meaning to them. 

As we have said, we are attempting only to give the names and 
locations of these abandoned places. We have also included 
names of towns that have been dropped for present day names, 
such as Montana, now called Boone. Facts as to dates are given, 
when possible. The United States Official Register from the time 
Iowa became a territory, 1838, until 1885, and the United States 
Postal Guide after that date have been the principal authorities 
as to the dates of the post offices. Many of the several county 
histories yield valuable information on the subject. The large 
number of maps, reaching from territorial times to the present, 
have aided in fixing locations. In several instances kind friends 
of the Historical Department have aided in their respective coun- 
ties. We only claim for this survey such accuracy as was made 
possible by the authorities at hand. 


ADAIR COUNTY Z 


Apa. In the southeastern part of section 4, Washington Township. 
Post office. 1855-73. 


Avonpate. In the northwestern part of section 13, Washington 
Township. Post office, 1875-81. 
Berea. In section 18, Eureka Township. Post office, 1897-1903. 
Carsonvare. In the southwestern part of section 33, Summit Town- 
ship. Plat of the town filed in 1892. 
Gireav. In section 36, Washington Township. Post office, 1900. 
GroveLann. In section 28, Grove Township. Post office, 1870-85. 
Horapay’s. In section 27, Jefferson Township. Post office, 1855-97. 
Jackson. In section 5, Jackson Township. Post office, 1869-85. 
‘ ete Crry. In sections 20 and 21, Union Township. Plat filed in 


Lemont. In the southwestern part of section 31, Grove Township, 


as shown on maps of 1875-80, It never got farther than a town on — 


paper. 
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Linwoop. In section 3, Summit Township, as shown on maps of 1905. 
MoKiniey. Listed in U. S. Postal Guide of 1900 as a post office in 
Adair County, but not found on maps of that period. 
Mancuester. In section 3, Harrison Township. Plat filed in 1855. 
Nanrro. In section 16, Grand River Township. Post office, 1900-03. 
Prussta. In section 14, Prussia Township. Post office, 1900-03. 
Prussra Center. In section 27, Prussia Township, as shown on maps 
of 1881. 
_ Summerset. The original name of the present town of Fontanelle. 
Platted in 1855 and name changed to Fontanelle in 1857. 
_ Vino. In section 24, Richland Township. Post office, 1873-75. 
Waurawwan. In section 13, Grove Township. Post office, 1851-54. 
Name changed to Holaday’s (which see above) and location changed. 


ADAMS COUNTY 


Briscor. In northern part of section 3, Lincoln Township. Post 
office, 1881-1903. 
~ Brooxvitre. The former name of the present town of Brooks. 

Canaan. In section 7, Jasper Township. Post office, 1857-60. Name 
changed té Simpson in 1860. 

Carson. °A platted village in section 12, Douglas Township, as 
shown on maps of 1875. 

East Nopvaway. In section 21, Nodaway Township. Post office, 1869- 
1875, then name changed to Rochelle. Soon thereafter changed to 
Nodaway. 
~. KureKa. In section 33, Washington Township. Post office, 1881-1900. 

Haves. In section 15, Lincoln Township. Post office, 1881-1903. 

Hoyr.. In-section 27, Douglas Township. Post office, 1889-1900. 

Icarta. In section 31, Prescott Township. A village two miles east 
of the present city of Corning. Post office, 1855-57. 

Iveyvitte. In section 31, Jasper Township. Post office, 1885-1903. 

Mercer. In section 16, Mercer Township. Post office, 1893-1900. 

Mr. Wasurinoron. In section 25, Washington Township. Post office, 
1863-67. 

-QvernN Crry. A village in sections 25, Quincy Township, and 30, 
Prescott Township, about two miles northeast of the present city of 
Corning. Post office, 1859-69. : 

Quincy. In the northwestern part of section 17, Quincy Township. 
A prosperous’ village and the first county seat. Post office, 1855-1900. 

Rocuette. Formerly called East Nodaway. Post office, 1876. Name 
changed to Nodaway. 

Suinn. In section 12, Douglas Township. Post office, 1885. 

Stmpson. Formerly Canaan (see above). Post ‘office, 1861-69. The 
present town of Brooks. Hes 

Srranp. In section 32, Lincoln Township. Post office, 1889-1903, 


SS 
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ALLAMAKEE COUNTY 


Attamaxer. South of the mouth of Paint Creek, section 10, Fair- 
view Township. Platted as a town in 1858, but soon abandoned. Post 
office, 1859-1877. 

Aron. In section 1, French Creek Township, near where French 
Creek flows into the Upper Iowa River. Village platted in 1858, only a 
few lots sold, and no town built. 

Bucxtanp. In southern part of section 16, Linton Township. Town 
laid out in 1858. Plat vacated in 1881. Post office, 1878-92. 

Bunker Huw. In southern part of section 24, Linton Township. In 
1860 that section was set over into Fairview Township. Post office, 
1853-55, when the name was changed to Ion. 

Capott. Two miles southeast of Lansing on the Mississippi. Post 
office, 1853-67. 

Carvers. Shown in northwestern part of Union City Township on 
maps of 1855-57. 

Center Variry. In southern part of Waterloo Township. Post 
office, 1857. 

Cuantry. In the northeastern part of section 12, Lafayette Town- 
ship. Platted in 1857. Was an embryo town site on the Mississippi. 

Crear Creex. In section 34, Union City Township. Post office, 
1857-79. 

Crevenanp. On east side of section 1, Post Township. Platted in 
1856. Post office, 1857-63. 

Cotumsus. At a landing on the Mississippi at the mouth of Village 
Creek, two miles below Lansing. Often called Capoli, which see above. 
Columbus was the first county seat of Allamakee County, from 1851 to 
its removal to Waukon in 1853. Platted in 1852. 

Connor. In southeastern part of section 7, Union Prairie Town- 
ship. Post office, 1893-1903. 

Datsy. In section 35, Center ‘Township. Post office, 1869-85. 

Kean. In section 2, Linton Township. Post office, 1909-1903. 

Exvpercrove. In section 8, Taylor Township. Post office, 1897-03. 

Fanvon. In the north-central part of Jefferson Township. Post 
office, 1868-65, 

Forest Miis (formerly called Werhan’s Mill). In section 5, Frank- 
lin Township. Post office, 1881-1900. 

Frencn Creek. In section 2, French Creek Township. Post office, 
1855-1908. 


Grantvite. In the eastern part of Ludlow Township. Post office, 
1860, 

Hanover. In section 31, Hanover Township. Post office, 1875-85. 

Harpin. In the extreme southwest corner of Franklin Township and 
partly in Clayton County, on the military road from McGregor to Fort 


Atkinson. A town of importance. Began to be settled in 1848 and was 
platted in 1854, Post office, 1851-65. 
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Howarp Center. In section 18, Lafayette Township. Platted in 
1854, adjoining Milton on the north. 

Jounsonsporr. At the point of an important landing on the Missis- 
sippi. A town was laid out on the river front of the north half of sec- 
tion 15, Fairview Township, in 1856. 

Lark. In Taylor Township. Post office, 1881-89. 

Larayerte. In the northern part of section 2, Lafayette Township, 
on the Mississippi River about a mile above Chantry. It had a boat 
landing, sawmill and stores. 

Luptow. In section 10, Ludlow Township. Post office, 1869-75. 

Lysranp. In section 15, Post Township. The village was platted in 
1851, and was prosperous for a time. Post office, 1853-67. 

Lynpare. In the northwestern part of section 23, Center Township. 
Post office, 1990-1903. 

Maxer. In section 18, Makee Township. Post office, 1853-67. 

Mancuester. Sometimes called Manchester Mills. In section 6, 
Franklin Township. The town was close to the Post Township line and 
to its sister town of Cleveland. The two towns made a milling center 
on the Yellow River. Platted in 1859. 

Mariner’s Horr. In the northern part of Iowa Township. Post 
office, 1861-63. 

Mizron. In section 18, Lafayette Township. Laid out in 1854. This 
was a milling center on Village Creek, with Howard Center adjoining 
on the north and the village of Village Creek adjoining on the east. 

Myron. In section 3, Post Township. Village platted in 1873. Post 
office, 1869-93. 

New Garena. In section 1, Hanover Township, on the Upper Iowa 
River. Platted in 1857, but never recorded. At that time thought to 
have rich lead ore deposits. Post office, 1859-63, 

Mezexa. In section 34, Fairview Township. On the Mississippi just 
south of the mouth of the Yellow River. Laid out in 1856. Post office, 
1859-63. 

Norrn Carport. On the Mississippi about a mile northwest of Colum- 
bus and just south of Lansing, and now within the corporate limits of 
that town. Platted in 1858. 

Parnt Creek Variry. Post office, 1855. Name changed to Water- 
ville. 

Paint Rock. In the southern part of ‘Taylor Township. Post office, 
1853-57. 

Rerp’s River. In section 26, Hanover Township. Post office, 1873-75. 

Smirurietp. In the northwestern part of section 24, Franklin Town- 
ship, on the Yellow River. Platted in 1854 and both sawmills and grist- 
mills flourished there for some years. 

Sreita. In section 26, Ludlow Township. Post office, 1897. 

Tom Corwin. The name of the post office at Johnsonsport in 1851. 

Union Pratate. In the northwestern part of section 26, Union 
Prairie Township. Post office, 1851-69. : 
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Vittace Creek. In section 18, Lafayette Township (see Milton). 
Post office, 1859-1903. One store still remains. 

Votney. In section 13, Franklin Township, on Yellow River about 
a mile below Smithfield. Was devoted to milling business. Laid out in 
1856. Post office, 1853-1903. 

Voss. Listed in the U. S. Postal Guide from 1889 to 1903 as a post 
office in Allamakee County, but the name is not found on maps of that 
period. 

Warson. In southwestern part of Linton Township. Post office, 
1875-81. 

Wensrer. Listed in the U. S. Official Register of 1851. as a post 
office in Allamakee County, but not found on maps of that period. 

Wexrorp. In the southeast corner of the east section 6, Taylor Town- 
ship. Post office, 1851-61. 

Wwow Posr. In section 29, Post Township. Shown on maps of 
1855-56. 

Wuson’s Forp. In the southwestern part of Taylor Township. Post 
office, ‘1857-63. 

APPANOOSE COUNTY 


ALBANY. On east line of section 1, Union Township. A prosperous 
village in the sixties. Had a post office from 1857 to 1860 when it was 
transferred to the portion of the village on the east side of the road, 
which placed it in Davis County. 

Bererrace. Near center of section 32, Washington Township. Post 
office, 1859-85. 

Berxam. In the northern part of the southwest section of Bellair 
Township, section 18, Township 68 north, range 18 west. It was platted 
in 1854. The building of the railroad town of Numa about a mile to the 
south in 1871 transferred the business to that place. 

Catpwei. Crry. In the eastern part of section 32, Caldwell Town- 
ship. A post office was established in 1857 and the town was laid out in 
1873. In 1879 the name of the town and post offiee was changed io 
Exline. 

Carnoun. A post office listed in U. 8S. Official Reegister, 1855-57, but 
not found on maps of that period. 

Campen. A’ post office listed in U. S. Postal Quide of 1881, but not 
found on maps of that period. 

Cuarpea, The pioneer name of Centerville. Platted in 1846, The 
post office was Chaldea from 1846 to 1847 when the name of the post 
office and town was changed to Centerville. 

Crete. A post office in Johns Township, 1880-83, as listed in the U. 
S. Postal Guide, but not found on maps of that period. 

Darsyvitter, An embryo village in section 1, Walnut Township. Post 
office, 1894-1910, . 


Dayton, Shown on maps of 1862 in northern part of Douglas Town- 
ship, } 
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Dennis. A post office in western part of Douglas Township, 1863-90. 

Dirr. Post office listed in U. S. Postal Guide, 1887-1910. Now known 
as Sedan. 

Ermaserutrown. In the southeastern part of section 15 and the 
northeastern part of section 22, township 68 north, range 16 west. 
Platted in 1867, but soon thereafter was incorporated into and became 
a part of the town of Moulton. 

Forsusn. A coal mining town about four miles north of Centerville. 
Post office, 1894-1903. 

Grirrinsvitte. An embryo village in southern part of section 23, 
Independence Township. Postoffice, 1869-1900. 

Hisssyii1e. Near the northeast corner of Franklin Township. It 
was laid out in 1852 and prospered as a village until the coming of 
nearby railroads. Post office, 1854-1900. 

Hirrown. In the southern part of section 16, Wells Township, one- 
half mile from the state line. A former hamlet dependent on milling 
and coal mining. Known on the records as Pleasant View, with a post 
office named Wells Mills. 

Icontum. At the center of section 5, Chariton Township. Platted in 
1854 and a prosperous village until railroads came nearby. Post office, 
1853-1903. 

Jouns Post Orrice. Shown on maps 1856 in western part of the 
county. 

Jounston Posr Orrice. In southwestern part of Johns Township. 
Post office, 1859-63. 

Kemicara. In Wells Township. Post office, 1903. 

Kirxwoop. In central part of Sharon Township. Post office, 1873- 
1900. 

Lanevittr. In southeastern part of section 29, Bellair Township. A 
coal mining town. | 

Lezanon. In section 5, Lincoln Township, as shown on maps of 1857. 

Lreetown. A coal mining town near Brazil. 

Leona. Near the central part of section 2, Wells Township. Platted 
in 1858, but never built up. 

Lavinestone. In central part of Franklin Township. Post office, 
1858-1900. 

Marpensvitte. Post office listed in U. S. Postal Guide of 1894, but 
not found on maps of that period. 

Mempuis. In central part of Johns Township. Post office, 1857-67. 

Mrizarp Posr Orrice. Shown on Henn-Williams map of 1855 in east 
part of Caldwell Township. 

Muuepcevirte. Near center of section 10, Independence Township. 
The village was founded in 1857 and prospered until the coming of 
nearby railroads. Post office, 1857-1900. 

Movunr Gizeap Post Orrice. Shown on maps from 1857 to 1862. In 


central part of Independence Township, 
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New Horr. In the east part of section 28, Caldwell Township. A 
town was laid out in 1857, but never materialized. 

New Prawns Posr Orrice. Shown on maps of 1856 in central part 
of Washington Township. 

Nuzs Posr Orrice. Listed in U. S. Postal Guide of 1851, but not 
found on maps of that period. 

Orteans. In southeastern corner of section 35, Washington ‘Town- 
ship. The village was laid out in 1851 and flourished until about 1870. 
Post office, 1860-87. 

Orvirtz. A mining town in Walnut Township established in 1892 
with a post office named Clarkdale. 

Peart Crry. A hamlet with a coal mine in section 22, Pleasant Town- 
ship. Post office, 1894-1903. 

Preasant View. Same as Hilltown. 

Preasantvitte. Another name for Pleasant View. See Parker's 
map, 1856. 

Ray. The name of the post office at Maine, section 18, Taylor Town- 
ship. Post office, 1892-1903. 

Ristnc Sun. In southeast part of Udell Township as shown on maps 
of 1868. 

Suaron. In the northeast part of section 33, Sharon Township. This 
village was laid out in 1856 and was on the west side of the Chariton 
River, and not in the same location as the later station of the same name 
on the east side of the river. The post office was from 1851 to 1859. 

Suarpston. A post office listed in U. S. Postal Guide of 1892, but 
not located on the maps of that period. 

SuHawvitre. A coal mining town of Pleasant Township. 

Srreepyvitie. A coal mining town of Pleasant Township. 

Tranavuiiiiry. In southeastern part of section 16, Johns Township. 
Post office, 1871-79. 

Waxnvr Crry. In the northwestern part of Walnut Township. Never 
more than a hamlet and neighborhood center. Post office, 1867-97. 

Warsn. Post office listed in U. 8S. Postal Guide, 1890-97. 

Wetrann. In southeast corner of Franklin Township. Post office, 
1859-63. 

Wetts Mitts, The post office, 1851-71, at Hillstown, which see. 


AUDUBON COUNTY 


Avpuson Cenvrer. In northeastern part of section 2, Hamlin Town- 
ship. Post office, 1867, Later the word “Center” was dropped, the post 
office continuing as Audubon until 1871. 

Avpuson Crry. In section 1, Hamlin Township. Platted in 1856. It 
attained to one store, a residence and a schoolhouse, and then failed. 

Avupuson Hears. In the southeastern part of Greeley Township. 
Post office, 1879. 


Baxtarn Posr Orrice. In southeast part of Oakfield Township, as 
shown on Parker’s map, 1856, 
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Civit Pornr. In section 23, Audubon Township. Post office, 1879-81. 

Conxirne. In section 23, Greeley Township. Post office, 1881-93. 

Dayron, In southwestern part of section 15, Exira Township. 
Platted in 1855, it became the first county seat, and remained such until 
1861, when Exira won the prize. It contained only two buildings. 

Fiscus. In section 12, Douglas Township. Post office, 1889-1903. 

Grove. In southeastern part of Exira Township. Post office, 1873-85. 

Hamu. In sections 1 and 2, Hamlin Township. Laid out in 1872. 
It was beautifully located, had a hotel, several stores, residences, etc., 
was defeated for the county seat in 1873 and soon declined. 

Hamurw Grove. In southeastern part of Exira Township. Post office, 
1855-71. 

Horace. In section 17, Greeley Township. Post office, 1879-93. 

Irwin. In southern part of section 1, Leroy Township. Post office, 
1871-75. 

Jones. In section 1, Audubon Township. Post office, 1877-1903. 

Larianp. In eastern part of Melville Township. Post office, 1893- 
1900. 

LeroyvitLE, sometimes called Le Roy Post Office. In northwestern 
part of section 24, Leroy Township. Post office, 1871-75, 

Loutsvyitte. In section 17, Exira Township. Platted in 1866 and for 
a few years was the busiest village in the county. Declined about 1874. 
Post office, 1873-75. 

Metyizre. In central part of Melville Township. Post office, 1878-89. 

Oaxririp. In southwest part of section 20, Exira Township. It was 
platted about 1855, soon had mills, stores and was a thriving town until 
1868 when it began to decline. Post office, 1859-75. 

Poptar. In section 6, Sharon Township. Post office, 1893-1903. 

Txomrson. In central part of Cameron ‘Township. Post office, 
1893-87, 

Vioita Center. In section 21, Viola Township. Post office, 1881-1900. 


oy BENTON COUNTY 

Benton. Former name of the present town of Garrison. 

Benton Center. Near the southeast corner of Big Grove 'Town- 
ship. Post office, 1869. 

Benton Crry. In the southwestern part of section 20, Benton Town- 
ship, just south of the Cedar River. The plat was filed in 1856. The 
B. C. R. & N., built in 1869, missed it, after which it declined. Post 
office, 1854-59. 

Berxetey. In Florence Township, about one mile east of the pres- 
ent town of Norway, as shown on maps of 1863. 

Brvtan (Late Potato Hill). In northwestern part of Canton Town- 
ship. Post office, 1857. 

Brooxtyn. On both sides of the line between Benton and Black 
Hawk counties. Surveyed in 1856 and plat filed in 1857. Not shown on 
maps. Seems not to have materialized. 
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Buckeye. In Iowa Township, about three miles east of Belle Plaine. 
Post office, 1862-67. 

Burke. In section 11, Harrison Township. Post office, 1853-89. 

Daccerr. In southwestern part of Jackson Township, as shown on 
maps of 1863. Post office, 1860. 

Epen. A hamlet in southwest corner of section 1, Eden Township, 
as shown on maps of 1875. 

Fiorence. In section 20, Florence Township. Post office, 1863-75. 
Name, changed to Norway. 

Fremont. In 1849 the county seat was removed to a location which 
is now in the northern part of the present city of Vinton. A town was 
laid out there and named Fremont. This name was changed to Vinton 
in 1853. 

Geneva. A hamlet in western part of section 3, Big Grove Township, 
as shown on maps of 1862-75. 

Gitespre. In Eldorado Township. Post office, 1889-93. 

Gomerat. In northern part of Big Grove Township. Post office, 
1858-64. 

Granp Gurr. In the southeast quarter of section 17, Taylor Town- 
ship. Surveyed in 1854. Now included in the northwestern part of the 
city of Vinton. ; 

Guinnvute. In the southeastern part of the northeast quarter of 
section 30, Iowa Township. Platted in 1856. Post office, 1856-61. On 
the laying out of Belle Plaine in 1860 this village declined. 

Hooster Pornr. In the northeast quarter of section 34, Polk Town- 
ship. Later called Marysville, which see below. 

Irvine. In the northwest quarter of section 6, Iowa Township. Es- 
tablished about 1860. A part of this busy village was over the county 
line to the west, in Tama County. The original village has disappeared. 
See Annats or Iowa, Vol. XV, pp. 536-41. 

Lixwoov. In southwestern part of Florence Township. Post office, 
1856-63. 

Lonvon. In southern part of Fremont Township. Post office, 1861- 
64. Name changed to Robin. 

Manarneka, In sections 26 and 35, Polk Township. It was platted 
in 1857, was adjoining Marysville on the east and was considered an 
addition to that town. 

Marysvitie. In the northeast quarter of section 34, Polk Township 
(See Hoosier Point). Marysville was platted in 1847, the first town 
laid out in the county. Post office, 1848 to 1857, when the name of the 
post office and town was changed to Urbana. 

Norrurorr, The original county seat, selected and named in 1846. 
Plat was not filed until 1848 when the name was changed to Vinton. 
Now included in the eastern part of the present city of Vinton. 


Pavt. In southwest corner of section 6, Homer Township, Post 
office, 1857-65, 
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’Proxaway. In southwestern part of Union Township. Post office, 
1857-65. 

Poraro Hitt. In northwestern part of Canton Township. Post office, 
1851-52. Name changed to Beulah, which see above. 

Prairie Creek Posr Orrice. In southwestern part of lowa Township, 
just north of the Iowa River, as shown on maps of 1855-57, but it ap- 
pears in southeastern part of the township on G. W. and C. B. Colton’s 
map of 1868. 

Rosry. In southern part of section 26, Fremont Township. Post 
office, 1865-81. 

Rocervitte. In southeastern part of Homer Township. Post office, 
1893-97. 

Spencer Grove. Given by History of Benton County, Western His- 
torical Co., 1878, as one of the post offices of the county in 1867, but not 
found on maps of that period. 

Summers. In northwestern part of Fremont Township. Post office, 
1873. 

Taytor's Grove. In southeastern part of St. Clair Township. Post 
office, 1854-63. 

Terry. In Big Grove Township. Post office, 1885. 

Uniry. In northeastern part of Eden Township. Post office, 1858-69. 

Wittiams. In the southwestern part of Eldorado Township. Post 
office, 1858-65. 

Witmrncron. In the south section 4 of Benton Township. Surveyed 
in 1855 and plat recorded in 1858. Town seems not to have materialized. 

Woops. In central part of Monroe Township. Post office, 1857-63. 


BLACK HAWK COUNTY 


Barctay. In northern part of section 13, Barclay Township. Laid 
out in 1854 and became prosperous, but dwindled when the Illinois Cen- 
tral built three miles to the south. Post office, 1855-89. 

Braxevitte. In the northeast corner of section 26, Bennington Town- 
ship. Post office, 1856-97. 

Buessinc. In section 35, Lincoln Township. Post office, 1897-1900. 

Brooxtyn. On the Black Hawk-Benton county line in Spring Creek 
Township. Surveyed in 1860, but not built up. 

Catyin. In northwestern part of section 22, Orange Township. Post 
office, 1897. 

Canrietp. In section 21, Barclay Township. Post office, 1889-93. 

Crpar Crry. In south half of section 6, Township 89, range 13, north- 
east of the Cedar River. It was platted in 1856 and was a town of some 
importance, having a population of about 200, but on the coming of the 
railroad to Cedar Falls it gave way to that city. 

Cepar Vattry. In section 33, Cedar Township, about three miles 
below Washburn. Post office, 1856-81. 

Cran Creex. In northeastern part of section 4, Bennington Town- 
ship, Post office, 1893-1903. 
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Epwarps. In eastern part of section 33, Bennington Township. Post 
office, 1893-1900. 

Eu. In the south section 15 of Cedar Township, near where Mud 
Creek empties into the Cedar River. Post office, 1852-56. 

Ex.x Run. In section 5, township 88, range 12, near the Cedar River, 
some three miles southwest from the present town of Raymond. Post 
office, 1853-56. 

Emert. The original name of the present town of Dewar. Platted 
in 1880. 

Enercy. In southeastern part of Fox Township. Post office, 1861-63. 

Enrerrrist. On the west line of section 16, Spring Creek Township. 
Post office, 1853-81. 

Firxry’s Grove. Given by History of Black Hawk County, Western 
Historical Co., 1878, as one of the post offices of the county, in opera- 
tion from June to September, 1858, but not located on maps of that 
period. 

Frorence Crry. In section 35, Spring Creek Township, on the Cedar 
River. Laid out in 1855, but plat not recorded. Town never built up. 

Frencutown. A name applied to the present town of Gilbertsville 
in its beginning in 1856. 

Greenvitte. An ephemeral town in Spring Creek Township. 

GresHam, On north line of section 12, Bennington Township. Post 
office, 1885-89. 

Jusmerr. In southwestern part of section 26, Fox Township. Post 
office, 1881-1910. 

Knox. The name of the post office at Gilbertsville for a short time 
in 1855, 

Lesrer. In southwestern part of section 16, Lester Township. Post 
office, 1856-85. 

Louisr. In southwestern part of section 19, Big Creek Township. 
Post office, 1893-1900, 

Mitter’s Creek. In southwest corner of section 26, Eagle Township. 
Post office, 1870-75. 

Motrarky’s Grove. The original name of the present town of Ray- 
mond. Post office, 1858-61. 

Nanrviute. In eastern part of section 3, Mount Vernon Township. 
Post office, 1851-75. 

_Orrawa. Located northwest and adjacent to the present La Porte 
City. Plat filed in 1854. It was finally absorbed by La Porte City, 
although the latter's plat was not filed until 1855. 

Srurces Faris. The name applied from 1845 to 1849 to the settlement 
that later became Cedar Falls. 

STURGES Rarms. In northeastern part of Lester Township on the 
Wapsipinicon River, as shown on maps of 1862-68, 


: Warren. In section 16, Spring Creek Township. The plat was filed 
in 1855, but the town never appeared, 
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BOONE COUNTY 


Brie Point. In the north central part of Douglas Township. Post 
office, 1850-57. 

Boone Srarion. First name of the post office at Montana. Post 
office, 1866-67, 

Boonssoro. The county seat of Boone County. It was located in 
the northwest quarter of section 29, township 84, range 26, in 1851 and 
the town laid out. It was a post office from 1853 to 1901. It was in- 
cluded in and became a part of the incorporated city of Boone in 1892. 

Boonevitte. In northern part of section 33, Des Moines Township, 
just south of the corporate limits of the present city of Boone. A post 
office was established there in 1850, but on the county seat being estab- 
lished at Boonsboro it was removed to the latter place. 

Brivcerorr. Shown on Parker’s map of 1856 in the northwest corner 
of Grant Township. 

Carson’s Pornr. In section 9, Pilot Mound Township. Post office, 
1859-63. 

Cassapay’s Corners. In northern part of section 4, Pilot Mound 
Township. Post office, 1865-81. 

Cenrervitte. In the southeast corner of section 12, Yell Township, 
on the west bank of the Des Moines River. Laid out in 1855. It was 
prosperous, but only for a few years. 

Coatrown. The original name of the town of Angus. 

Coat Variey. In section 2, Marcy Township, about a mile north- 
west of Moingona. Laid out in 1867. A coal mining town. 

Dairy Crry. In section 4, Yell Township. Laid out in 1855, but 
proved to be a town only on paper. 

Exx Rarms. In northern part of section 34, Douglas Township, on 
the east bank of the Des Moines River. A place of importance, having 
a post office in 1850, and 150 inhabitants in 1855, but soon after that it 
declined. For a few years afterward Elk Rapids was designated on the 
west side of the river, as there was a small settlement there. 

Fisner’s Pornr. Shown as another name for Mineral Ridge on maps 
of 1868 and 1869. 

Garven. On south line of section 4, Garden Township. Post office, 
1875-81. 

Garpen Grove. Same location as Garden. Post office, 1873-75. 

Grirrin. In the western part of section 8, Harrison Township. Post 
office, 1897-1900. 

Harmon’s Swrrcu. The present town of Jordan was called by this 
name for a while. 

Hornsucxirs Pornr. On west bank of Des Moines River about three 
miles above Elk Point. Shown on maps from 1862 to 1868. 

Hut. On the east line of section 19, Colfax Township, some two 
miles northeast of the present town of Luther. Post office, 1873-75. 

Incurne. In section 23, Yell Township, on the Des Moines River. 
A coal mining village. Post office, 1893-1900, 
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Jenv. This post office is listed in the U. S. Postal Guide for 1885 
as being in the county, but is not shown on maps. 

Locansporr. In section 14, Yell Township, on Des Moines River. 
Shown on maps of 1905. 

Macxry. A hamlet in the northwest corner of section 22, Harrison 
Township. Post office, 1878-1903. 

Macxey’s Grove. Same as above. Post office, 1871-78. 

Marcy. In section 13, Marcy Township, about three miles southwest 
of Moingona. Post office, 1863-67. 

Mipway. The name given at first to the present town of Jordan. 

Mrnerat Rivce. The name of the post office (1854-1903) at the vil- 
lage of Ridgeport, which see below. 

Monrana. The first name of the present city of Boone. It was laid 
out in 1865 and the name was changed to Boone in 1871. 

Papucan. In section 34, Union Township, as shown on maps of 
1868-69. 

Parxerssurc. In the northwest quarter of section 2, Worth Town- 
ship. Laid out in 1852. It never developed much beyond a country 
hotel. 

Pramie Hix. In southwest corner of section 12, Peoples Township. 
Post office, 1859-85. 

Quincy. In section 14, Marcy Township. Laid out in 1854. It never 
developed into a real village. 

Rarms. In Douglas Township on the Des Moines River about three 
miles northwest of Swede Point. Post office, 1851-61. 

Renner. This post office is listed in the U. 8. Postal Guide from 
1897 to 1900 as being in the county, but is not shown on maps. 

Rincerorr. In eastern part of section 18, Dodge Township. Laid 
out in 1854, and was a village of some importance for many years. Its 
post office, Mineral Ridge, see above. 

Riversive. In section 12, Yell Township, near the west bank of the 
Des Moines River. Post office, 1857-69. 

Smrrn’s Pornr, In section 4, Yell Township, as shown on maps of 
1863-69. 

Swepe Potnr, In northeast corner of section 36, Douglas Town- 
ship. Platted in 1851. Post office, 1857-80, The name of the town was 
changed to Madrid in 1855. 

Untonvirie, In Union Township. Laid out in 1858, but never ma- 
terialized, nor even got on the maps. 

Worrn. In Worth Township, first in section 23, and later in three 
other locations in that part of the township without changing the name. 
It ran from 1863 to 1869. 

Youenu. In section 21, Yell Township. Post office, 1861-69. 

ZEN ORSVILLE. In eastern part of section 12, Jackson Township. A 
coal mining town of 400 people at one time. Post office, 1881-1900, 
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BREMER COUNTY 

ArrestAn. In southeast corner of Warren or northwest corner of 
Maxfield Township. Post office, 1893-1903. 

Breckenrince, The name of the post office at Jefferson City. It was 
established in 1857, and in 1863 its name was changed to Denver. 

Bremer. In section 9, Dayton Township. Post office, 1858-61. 

Bremer Cenrer. Platted in 1857. A small.business place existed for 
a few years. The post office was named Leroy, which see below. 

Buck Creex. A post office that had at least two locations in Dayton 
Township, section 25, and later section 15. Its existence was from 1863 
to 1903. 

Dayton. In section 9, and later in section 6, Dayton Township. 
Post office, 1861-70. ; 

Dicxey. In section 8, Douglas Township. Post office, 1885-93. 

Eactr. Located first on line between sections 3 and 10, and later in 
section 22, Franklin Township. Post office, 1865-69. 

Grove Hmz. In section 15, Franklin Township. Post office, 1859- 
1903. 

Horton. In sections 26 and 27, Polk Township. Piatted in 1856, 
Quite prosperous until after the nearby railroad was built. Post office, 
1857-1903. 

Jackson Pornr. Listed in the U. S. Official Register of 1855 as a 
post office, but not found on maps of that period. 

JEFFERSON Crry. Pioneer name of the present town of Denver. Laid 
out in 1855. The post office at that place was named Breckenridge, which 
see above. 

Kry. In section 19, Franklin Township. Post office, 1877-97. 

Kurncer. In the northeast corner of section 35, Maxfield Township. 
Postoffice, 1889-1903. 

Kwyirrep. In section 10, Fremont Township, on Rand, McNally & 
Co.’s map of 1887, and in section’ 9, Maxfield Township, on Iowa Pub- 
lishing Co.’s map of 1905. Post office, 1889-1903. 

Leroy. In section 13, Leroy Township. The post office for the village 
of Bremer Center, which see above. Post office, 1861-75. 

Martinspurc. The pioneer name of the village of Tripoli, which see 
below. 

Maxrietp. In the northeast corner of section 19, Maxfield Town- 
ship. Post office, 1865-1900. 

Mentor. In section 1, Leroy Township. Post office, 1863-1900. 

Minxirr. Listed in the U. S. Postal Guide as a post office from 
1889 to 1903, but not shown on the maps of those dates. 

Nevurraz. In the southeastern part of Jefferson Township. The first 
post office in the county, and ran from 1849 to 1877. 

Puimurston. In section 25, Douglas Township. Post office, 1880-81. 

Poux. First on the east side of the Cedar River, and later on the 
west side in Polk Township. Post office, 1854-61, 
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Pony. In Douglas Township. Post office, 1885. 

Roxie. In section. 30, Douglas Township. Post office, 1893. 

Sicen. In section 27, Douglas Township. Post office, 1889-97. 

Sprinc Laxe. In section 17, Lafayette Township. Post office, 1857-73. 

Sumner. In section 11, Sumner Township. A post office was on that 
location from about 1860 to 1879, when the present town of Sumner 
was established two miles to the south and the post office removed to it. 

Syracuse. In section 18, Polk Township. Post office, 1863-67. 

Trreout. The village was laid out in 1856 in the east part of section 
33, Frederica Township. It prospered until 1880 when it was removed 
almost bodily one mile south to its present location on the C. G. W. 
Railroad. 

Waprsie. In the southwest corner of section 6, Franklin Township. 
Post office, 1893-1903. 

Witson’s Grove. In the southern part of Sumner Township. Post 
office, 1863-67. 

BUCHANAN COUNTY 

Artanta. In southern part of Newton Township. Post office, 1859-73. 

Bucuanan. In southeast quarter of section 24, Buffalo Township. A 
village on Buffalo Creek, platted in 1857. Its post office was named 
Buffalo Grove. 


Burrato Grove. The post office (1855-85) for the village of Bu- 


chanan. 

Cana. In southeastern part of Cono Township. Post office, 1861-63. 

CasrievittE. On north line of section 36, and later on west line of 
section 34, Buffalo Township. Post office, 1863-97. 

Cuarnam. The post office (1851-81) for the town of Littleton, which 
see below. 

Corrown. In the northeastern part of Hazleton Township. A ham- 
let and post office mentioned in Williams’ History of Buchanan County 
as having started in 1852. 

Erm. In the northeast corner of section 12, Newton Township. 
Post office, 1855-63. 

Frinx’s Grove. In section 19, Jefferson Township. A post office 
from 1854 to 1861 when it was changed to Sunny Side, which see below. 

Garesvriie. In section 18, Liberty Township. Post office, 1889-1900. 

Grertey’s Grove. In section 11, Hazleton Township. Post office, 
1854-57, 

Hamervinie. In section 33, Homer Township. Post office, 1897-1900. 

Hazieron. This village began in 1853 in the southwestern part of 
section 11, Hazleton Township, and flourished there until 1873 when the 
B. C. R. & N. was built one mile west of it. Soon thereafter the town 
was removed to the railroad. 


Iptewnn, A post office from 1889 to 1893 in the northeast corner 
of section 29, Westburg Township. 


Kier, In section 22, Fairbank Township. Post office, 1867-1900. 
Lrrrieron, In sections 9 and 10, Perry Township. A busy village 
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on the Wapsipinicon River founded in 1856. Its post office was named 
Chatham from: 1851 to about 1881 when it was changed to Littleton, but 
was finally discontinued about 1910. 

Moivpteriretp. In the southwestern part of Middlefield Township. 
Post office, 1885-1900. 

Monti. In section 3, Newton Township. Post office, 1885-1900, 

Mupvittz. The local name applied, in an early day, to the village 
of Buchanan. 

Newronvitte. In section 16, Newton Township. Post office, 1871- 
1900. 

Orrervitie. In northeastern part of section 19, Washington Town- 
ship, on Otter Creek. Platted in 1857. Sawmills and gristmills flour- 
ished there. Post office, 1867-1909. 

Pine. In the northern part of Liberty Township. Post office, 1855-59. 

Savy Grove. In section 6, Jefferson Township. Post office, 1889- 
1903. 

Sunny Sipe. In eastern part of section 19, Jefferson Township. 
Post office, 1861-81. 

Vista. In section 26, Westburg Township. Post office, 1889-1903. 

Warp’s Corners. In section 23, Madison Township. The pioneer 
name of the present town of Lamont. Post office, 1863 to 1881 when 
the name was changed to Lamont. 


BUENA VISTA COUNTY 

Buiarne. In section 26, Maple Valley Township. Post office, 1877- 
1900. 

Crozier. In western part of section 14, Grant Township. Post office, 
1881-1900. 

Exxron. In western part of Elk Township. Post office, 1893-1900. 

Hires Grove. In the northwest corner of Grant Township. Post 
office, 1875. 

Mayview. In northeastern part of Poland Township. Post office, 
1881. 

Menorr. In section 34, Lee Township. Post office, 1871-85. 

Norruam. Listed in U. S. Postal Guide of 1900 as a post office in 
Buena Vista County, but not found on maps. 

Orstanp. Listed in U. S. Postal Guide of 1900 as a post office in 
Buena Vista County, but not found on maps. 

Peacu. In southwestern part of section 26, Grant Township. Post 
office, 1881-97. 

Prum. Listed in U.S. Postal Guide of 1897 as a post office in Buena 
Vista County, but not found on maps. 

Racine. In section 34, Lincoln Township. Post office, 1881-1900. 

Sayre. Listed in U. S. Postal Guide of 1893 as a post office in Buena 
Vista County, but not found on maps. 

Wersr Scorr. On the west line of Scott Township. Post office, 


1877-97. 
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BUTLER COUNTY 

Arcoxnaurx. In southeastern part of Washington Township. Post 
office, 1855-65. 

Braver Grove. In the southwestern part of Beaver Township. Post 
office, 1855-57. 

Betorove. In the northeastern part of Bennezette Township. Post 
office, 1869. : 

Boyian’s Grove. On the south line of section 14 and the north line 
of section 23 of Pittsford Township. The post office existed from 1859 
to 1875 when it was reovmed to West Point, nearly two miles east and 
called Bristow. See West Point below. 

Burier Center. In the northern part of section 18, Jefferson Town- 
ship. Platted in 1856, it became a town of importance and was the 
county seat from 1860 to 1881. Post office, 1857-1900. 

Burter Rapips. In the northern part of section 9, Beaver Township, 
on the West Fork of Cedar River. Platted in 1858. Had a busy but 
brief existence. 

Cuurrervitite. On the south line of section 17, Madison Township. 
Post office, 1893-97. 

Cotpwatrer. <A post office removed from Franklin County in 1875 to 
section 6, Bennezette Township, where it existed until 1885. 

Excanor. A hamlet and station formerly on the C. & N. W. Ry. in 
central part of Monroe Township. 

Exim Sprines. Located a short distance south of the present town 
of Greene and platted in about 1855. Its post office ran from 1857 to 
1869 when it was transferred to Greene. 

Grorcerown. In the corners of West Point, Jackson, Ripley and 
Jefferson townships in the geographic center of the county. It was 
platted in 1857 and was intended to be the county seat, but never got 
beyond being a town on paper. 

Hrresvitir. In section 19, Ripley Township. Post office, 1871-1990. 

Istanp Grove. In section 35, Madison Township. Post office, 1858-68. 

Lront. Listed in U. 8. Official Register as a post office in Butler 
County from 1855 to 1861, but not found on the maps. 

Lower. In section 28, Butler Township, on the Shell Rock River. 
Shown on the maps from 1881 to 1887. 

Mavpvirir, In the southeastern part of West Point Township and 
about one-half mile west of the present town of Allison. Post office, 
1873. 

Monmourn. In section 17, Butler Township, about one mile east of 
Clarksville, as shown on maps of 1869, 

New Arson. Located at the corners of sections 3 and 4, Albion 
Township, and sections 33 and 34, Jefferson Township. Platted about 
1856. It had several business enterprises. Its post office was named 
Swanton, which see below. 


cae Jerusatem, The name first given Butler Rapids, which see 
above, 
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Prosper. In the northern part of section 10, Fremont Township. 
Post office, 1897-1900. 

Roor’s Sipinc. The former name of the present village of Packard. 
Post office, 1889-1903. 

Swanton. The name of the post office (1857-1900) located about 
four miles southeast of New Albion, which see above, and later in the 
southeast corner of section 34, Jefferson Township, as shown on Andreas’ 
Atlas, 1875. 

Union Rince. In the northwest corner of section 20, Pittsford Town- 
ship. Post office, 1881. 

Wesr Pornr. The early name of the present town of Bristow. 

Witiovcnsy. In the western part of section 9, Beaver Township. 
Laid out in 1856. Post offiee, 1857-85. 

Wiutson’s Grove. In section 15, Bennezette Township. Post office, 
1878-80. 

CALHOUN COUNTY 

Brooxtyn. In sections 27 and 34, Lake Creek Township. Location 
selected by commissioners in 1855 for the first county seat, and the 
town staked off. The people by vote rejected the location, and no town 
was built, but the place got on the maps of that date. 

Burns. Listed in the U. 8. Postal Guide as a post office in Calhoun 
County in 1897, but not found on the maps. 

Carnoun. In section 22, Union Township. Given on maps from 
1880 to 1887. Post office, 1881. 

CatHoun Center. In section 19, Center Township. It was a village 
that aspired to be the county seat and appears on the maps in 1880. 

Cranpatt. Listed in U. 8. Postal Guide as a post office in Calhoun 
County in 1897, but not found on maps. 

Eaps. Located immediately east of the present town of Lohrville. 
Laid out in 1882 and some improvements made, but lost in the race with 
Lohrville. 

Exim Grove. Listed in the U. 8. Postal Guide as a post office in Cal- 
houn County in 1893 to 1897, but not found on the maps. 

Kissemmerr. Listed in the U. 9. Postal Guide as a post office in Cal- 
houn County in 1893 to 1897, but not found on the maps. 

Mostey. Former name of the present town of Sherwood. 

Muppy. In section 3, Cedar Township. It grew to a small village. 
Post offiee, 1893-97. The coming of the railroads to Somers ended 
Muddy’s career. 

Scuonserc. Listed in the U. 8. Postal Guide as a post office in Cal- 
houn County in 1893 to 1897, but not found on the maps. 

Twin Laxss. In section 31, Sherman Township. Post office, 1867-89. 

Yaresvitte. In section 22, Lincoln Township. Post office, 1867-69. 
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CARROLL COUNTY 


Brenan. In the northeast ocrner of section 3, Glidden Township. 
Post office, 1893-1900. 

Brownie. In section 12, Sheridan Township. Post office, 1871-89. 

Carrot Crry. The name applied to the present city of Carroll from 
the time of its establishment in 1867 to about 1875. 

Carrotiron. In the southeast part of section 36, Pleasant Valley 
Township, and the northeast part of section 1, Newton Township. It 
was the first county seat of Carroll County from the county’s estab- 
lishment in 1856 until 1867, and was a town of importance in those 
days. Post office, 1859-1903. 

Corirn’s Grove. Slightly northwest of the central part of Union 
Township, as shown on maps from 1863 to 1868. 

Divine. Slightly north of the central part of Wheatland Township, 
as shown on maps of 1878. 

Esa. In the northeast corner of section 16, Eden Township. Post 
office, 1873-81. 

Jasver. In section 17, Jasper Township, on the North Coon River. 
The U. S. Official Register lists it as a post office in 1861 and it is car- 
ried on the maps from 1860 to 1881. 

Kerner. In section 21, Sheridan Township. A small village. Post 
office, 1893-1909. 

Macxs. In section 16, Pleasant Valley Township. Post office, 1869-71. 

Nixes’ Grove. In southeastern part of section 22, Union Township, 
as shown on maps of 1868, 

Rosetzx. The post office (1876-1900) at the village of Hillsdale, 
which see above. 


Tie Top. The name first given to the present town of Arcadia. 


CASS COUNTY 


Cass Center. In the northeastern part of section 13, Bear Grove 
Township. Post office, 1875. 


Cop Sprincs. The name of the post office at the town of Iranistan 
(which see below) from 1851 to 1855. 
Epona. In the central part of Edna Township. Postoffice, 1853-69. 
Gauton. In section 27, Bear Grove Township. Post office, 1880-1900. 
Grove Crry. In the southwestern part of section 11, Grove Town- 
ship, about three miles east of the present city of Atlantic. Platted in 
1856. The coming of the railroad and the making of a station where 
the city of Atlantic now stands, ended Grove City’s career. Post office, 
1865-69. Its first post office was called Turkey Grove, which see below. 
Guriry, In section 5, Pymosa Township. Post office, 1865-69, 
Hepeor’s Grove. In section 10, Union Township. Post office, 1859. 
InpIANrowN. Slightly northeast of the center of section 9, Cass 


Township, and about one mile west of the present town of Lewis. Set- 
tled by the Mormons in 1846, 
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Tranistan. In the central part of section 8, Cass Township, about 
two miles west of the present town of Lewis. Laid out in 1853, being 
the first platted town of the county. Post office, 1855-57. Its post office 
for a while was called Cold Springs. 

Lura. In the southern part of Grant Township. Post office, 1855-65. 

McDniu. In the central part of Victoria Township. Post office, 1877. 

Newton’s Grove. In the southwest corner of Union Township. Post 
office, 1873-75. 

Pymosa. In section 11, Pymosa Township. Post office, 1855-57. 

Reno. In the northeast corner of section 20 and the northwest cor- 
ner of section 21, Edna Township. Platted as a town in 1876. Post 
office, 1881-97. 

Turkey Grove. The name first given to the post office at Grove City, 
from 1857 to 1863, which see above. 

Waxerierp. In section 24, Atlantic (now Grove) Township, as shown 
on maps of 1362. 

Wax. Listed in the U. 8. Postal Guide as a post office in Cass Coun- 
ty from 1893 to 1897, but not found on maps of those years. 

Wurrxeyyiir. In section 8, later in section 6, and again in section 
16, Massena Township. Post office, 1861-85. 


CEDAR COUNTY 


Apotio, Listed in the U. S. Official Register of 1859 as a post office 
in Cedar County, but not found on maps of that period. 

Antwere. In the southeast quarter of section 9, township 80, range 
3, about three miles southwest of the present city of Tipton. Laid out 
in 1839 and an aspirant for the county seat. 

Aynresvitte. A hamlet in the northwest corner of section 6, Farm- 
ington township. 

Brick House. Listed in the U. S. Official Register of 1867 as a post 
office in Cedar County, but not found on maps of that period, 

Cameron. A village platted in 1869, but now constituting a part of 
the eastern portion of the town of West Branch. 

Caruiste. In section 20, Springfield Township. A village laid out 
about 1853. Its post office was named Rosette, which see below. 

Cepar. In the northwestern part of Massilon Township. Post office, 
1855-63. 

Cepar River. In the northeastern part of section 33, Cass Town- 
ship, on the west side of the Cedar River. Post office from 1841 to 1849 
when the name was changed to Gower’s Ferry, which see below. 

Crepar Vauitry. In the northwest corner of section 19, Gower Town- 
ship, near the west bank of the Cedar River. A village formerly the 
loaction of extensive stone quarries. Post office, 1893 and still running. 

Crssrorp. In section 22, Fairfield Township. Post office, 1867-69. 

Denson’s Ferry. Name first given to what is now the town of 
Massilon. 

Exaserutown. Ata point on the Cedar River a little below where 
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the Cedar Valley stone quarries were later developed. Laid out in 1837 
and an aspirant for the county seat. 

Gowerr’s Ferry. A post office formerly called Cedar River, which see 
above. It had the name of Gower’s Ferry from 1849 to 1859 when it 


was removed to the east side of the river and the name changed to ~ 


Cedar Bluff. 

Harwett. In section 4, Springfield Township. Post office, 1854-63. 

Honey Grove. Listed in the U. S. Official Register as a post office 
in Cedar County from 1855 to 1859, but not found on maps of that 
period, but thought to have been in Gower Township. 

Intanp. In the northeastern part of Inland Township. A trading 
village of some importance. Post office, 1853-85. 

Lacrix. In eastern part of Sugar Creek Township. Post office, 
1853-57. 

Lime Crry. In eastern part of section 16, Sugar Creek Township. 
A town created because of the lime industry. Post office, 1897-1903. 

Lirrucow. In section 22, Springfield Township. Post office, 1861. 

Lizarpv. In the northwestern part of section 26, Springfield Town- 
ship, as shown on maps of 1857. 

Munn. The early name applied to Lime City, which see above. Post 
office, 1885-93. 

Onton Grove. In the northern part of section 14, Dayton Township. 
Post office, 1857-61. From 1858 to 1861 the post office was in the present 
town of Clarence, which was then called Onion Grove. Previously called 
Union Grove, which see below. 

Peper. In section 4, Iowa Township. A hamlet about midway be- 
tween Springdale and Rochester. Post office, 1861-89. 

Pioneer Grove. In section 11, Pioneer Township. Post office, 1847-59. 

Prrasant Hr. In section 16, Sugar Creek Township. Post office, 
1861-81. 


Rep Oax. In the northeastern part of Red Oak Township. Post 

office, 1857-67. 

Rock Creek. The pioneer name of the post office at the town of 
Rochester from 1837 to 1854, when it took the name of the town. 

Rock Por. ‘The original name of the post office at the present town 
of Massilon. Listed as such in 1854, 

Roserre. The name of the post office at the town of Carlisle (1855- 
69), which see above. 


Suton. In the northeastern part of Red Oak Township. Post office, 
1871-89. 

Swe Hux. Listed in the U. 8. Official Register as a post office in 
Cedar County in 1861-63, but not found on maps of that period. 

Sucar Creek. Post office, 1885, Formerly called Sugar Creek Mills, 
which see below. 


Sucar Creek Mis. In the southern part of Sugar Creek Town- 
ship. Post office, 1875-81. 
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Union Grove. Post office, 1854. Name changed to Onion Grove, 
which see above. 

Watpen. In eastern part of Red Oak Township. Post office, 1897. 

Warsaw. In the southwestern part of section 34, township 81, range 
3, about three miles west of the present city of Tipton. Laid out in 
1837 and an aspirant for the county seat. 

Woopvgrmce. In the southeastern part of section 32, Center Town- 
ship. Post office, 1847-69. 

Yankee Grove. In section 29, Pioneer Township. Post office, 1853. 

York Prairiz. In section 6, Inland Township. Post office, 1863-71. 

Zoar. In section 19, Gower Township. Post office, 1865-71. 


CERRO GORDO COUNTY 


Batu. Near the center of Bath Township. Post office, 1867-69. 

Crear Laxe Crry. In the southeastern part of Clear Lake Town- 
ship, on the southeastern shore of Clear Lake. Post office, 1857-61. 

Corpwarer. Near the southeast corner of Dougherty Township. Post 
office, 1889-97. 

. Creamery. In central part of Lincoln Township. Post office, 1889- 
1900. 

Geneseo, In the northern part of Geneseo Township. Post office, 
1861-69. 

Lime Creex. Listed in U. S. Official Register as a post office in 
Cerro Gordo County from 1869 to 1871, but not found on maps of that 
period. 

Linn. In the northern part of Geneseo Township. Post offiec, 1861. 

Livonia. In section 18, Lake Township. This location, a short dis- 
tance east of the east end of Clear Lake, was made the county seat in 
1857, and a town began to grow up, but the county seat was taken 
away the next year. 

Masonic Grove. The pioneer name of Mason City. 

Owen. In central portion of Owen Township. Post office, 1889-1900. 

Owen’s Grove. Near the southwest corner of Portland Township. 
Post office, 1857-71. 

Rocrx., Near the northwest corner of Lincoln Township. Post office, 
1863-89. 

Swett Rock Faris. Post office, 1857-71. The pioneer name of the 
present Rock Falls. 


CHEROKEE COUNTY 


Baum. In section 33, Sheridan Township. Post office, 1897. 

Brair Crry. About one mile northeast of the business section of the 
present city of Cherokee. Platted in 1869 in expectation of the Illinois 
Central depot being located there. 

Curroxer. The old town of Cherokee in sections 22 and 23, Chero- 
kee Township, about two miles northeast of the business section of the 
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present city of Cherokee. Platted in 1857. The post office was estab- 
lished in 1861 and a block house for protection against the Indians was 
erected in 1862. ; 

Cueroxer Cenrer. In east part of section 28, Cherokee Township, 
in the western part of what is now the city of Cherokee. Platted in 
1856. It became a town on paper only. 

Covrson. In the center of Diamond Township. Post office, 1893-97. 

De Leon. In section 10, Silver Township. Post office, 1885. 

East Hampron. In southern part of Silver Township. Post office, 
1871. 

Hazarp. The former name of the present town of Meriden. Post 
office, 1869-75. 

Marte. In the northern part of Afton Township, as shown on maps 
of 1878. 

New Cneroxer, The original name of the present city of Cherokee. 
Platted in 1870. 

Prmor Rock. In section 16, Pilot Township, but soon removed to 
section 33. Platted in 1859. Post office, 1867-85. 

Wenvett. In central part of Willow Township, as shown on maps 
of 1887. 


CHICKASAW COUNTY 

Beaver Crry. <A post office, 1859-61, first located on section 4, Day- 
ton Township, three miles west of the northwest corner of the present 
city of New Hampton. 

Bravrorp. In the south part of section 9 and the north part of sec- 
tion 16, Bradford Township, two miles northeast of the present town 
of Nashua. It was the first county seat of Chickasaw County, holding 
it from 1854 to 1857. The home of the Little Brown Church. Post office, 
1853-94, 

Boyp. A prosperous village with railroad station and post office, in 
southern part of New Hampton Township, started in the early 1880's 
and abandoned about 1920, 

Cuickasaw. In section 21, Chickasaw Township. Platted in 1854 
and an important town for several years. Post office, 1855-1903. 

Crickasaw Center. ‘The original name of the present city of New 
Hampton. 

Crickasaw Srarion. The original name of the present town of Tonia. 

Darr. In the northern part of Utica Township. Post office, 1863. 

Dayron Cenrer. In Dayton Township. Post office, 1863. 

Derrvivty, In section 4, Deerfield Township. Post office, 1857-1903. 

Drrspen, In section 1, Richland Township. Post office, 1900-03. 

Forrsr Crry, A village in the eastern part of Richland Township. 
It was for a time in 1858 the county seat of the county. Its existence 
was brief, 


Greenwoov, In the northwestern part of Bradford Township, as 
shown on maps of 1868 and 1869, 
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Inp1antrown. In the northern part of Richland Township, as shown 
on maps from 1856 to 1862. 

Jacxsonvitite. A village of importance in section 24, Jacksonville 
Township. Post office, 1857-85. 

Jerico. In the southwest corner of section 24, Jacksonville Town- 
ship. Post office, 1889-1903. 

Lirrre Torrey. In section 23, Utica Township. Post office, 1867- 
1903. 

Maptevir1e. Somewhat northeast of the center of Stapleton Town- 
ship. Post office, 1857-59. 

Mansen. In section 10, Jacksonville Township. Post office, 1897- 
1903. 

Repusiic. In the northeast corner of section 20, Richland Town- 
ship. Post office, 1889-1910. 

Saupe. In section 20, Utica Township. Post office, 1881-1914. 

Srapreton. In the southeastern part of Stapleton Township. Post 
office, 1857-81. 

Wavpena. In the northern part of New Hampton Township, as 
shown on maps of 1857 to 1862. 

Wiu1amsrown. A village in the northeast corner of section 13, Rich- 
land Township. Post office, 1859-1903. 

Zetto. In the central part of Utica Township. Post office, 1863. 


CLARKE COUNTY 

Bataxa. Listed in the Iowa State Gazateer of 1865 as a post office 
in Clarke County, but not found on maps of that period. 

Bartierrvitte. In section 19, Franklin Township. Post office, 1853- 
59, 

Forcer. Listed in the U.S. Postal Guide as a post office in Clarke 
County from 1893 to 1897, but not found on maps of that period. 

Freenorp. Listed in the U. 8. Official Register of 1855 as a post 
office in Clarke County, but not found on maps of that period. 

Guienn’s. In the southeastern part of Franklin Township. Post office, 
1851-65. 

Green Bay. A village on the south line of section 30 and the north 
line of section 31, Green Bay Township. Post office, 1863-93. 

Hickory Grove. In the northern part of Liberty Township, as shown 
on maps from 1855 to 1862. 

Hicxory Pornr. In the northwestern part of Liberty Township, as 
shown on maps from 1855 to 1856. 

Jack Creex. Listed in the U. S. Postal Guide of 1893 as a post 
office in Clarke County, but not found on maps of that period. 

Jacxsonvitie. A village in the southeast corner of section 24, Lib- 
erty Township, as shown on maps of 1875. 

La Harper. Listed in the U. 8. Official Register as a post office in 
Clarke County in 1877 and 1878, but not found on maps of that period, 
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Laporte. In section 2, Madison Township. Post office, 1855-69. 

Mipprevorr. Listed in the U. S. Postal Guide of 1889 as a post office 
in Clarke County, but not found on maps of that period. 

Murorv. In the northwestern part of Troy Township. Post office, 
1855-69. 

Norris. In the northwestern part of Troy Township, as shown on 
maps of 1855. 

Norronvitte. A village in the southwestern part of section 13, Fre- 
mont Township. Post office, 1871-75. 

Oaxrann. Listed in the U. S. Official Register of 1869 as a post 
office in Clarke County, but not found on maps of that period. 

Orrawa. In the eastern part of Jackson Township. Post office, 1855- 
73. 

Prairie Grove. A village on the east line of section 5, Washington 
Township. Post office, 1853-97. 

Ritry. Shown at different periods, first in the northwestern part of 
Knox Township, in the eastern part of Doyle Township, and later in 
the southeastern part of Troy Township. Post office, 1859-69. 

Suetsy’s. Near the southwest corner of Green Bay Township. Post 
office, 1857-67. 

Smyrna. In the northwestern part of section 20, Franklin Town- 
ship. Post office, 1865-1900. 

Wuire Breast. Near the western border of Green Bay Township. 
Post office, 1851-57. 

CLAY COUNTY 

Awnirvitie. In the southeastern part of section 12, Lincoln Town- 
ship. Post office, 1871-1900. 

Briocewarer. In the southeastern part of Lake Township, as shown 
on maps from 1873 to 1887. 

Crark. The first name given to the present town of Everly. Platted 
as Clark in 1884 and listed as Clark in the U. 8S. Postal Gwide from 1885 
to 1897. 

Cromwett Center. Slightly west of the central part of Summit 
Township. Post office, 1875-1990. 

Doveias Cenrer. In section 24, Douglas Township. Post office, 
1871-75, 

Freeman. In the northeast corner of section 13, Sioux Township, 
Post office, 1871-75. 

Hervtanp. In section 14, Herdland Township. Post office, 1881-97. 

Inorevirie, In the northern part of Clay Township. Post office, 
1875. 

‘Priarr, Listed in the U. S. Postal Quide as a post office in Clay 
County from 1893 to 1897, but not found on maps of that period. 

Prosrecr. In the northwestern part of Meadow Township, as shown 

on maps from 1873 to 1885, 


Summrr, In section 24, Summit Township. Post office, 1875, 
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Trimetto. In section 6, Clay Township. Post office, 1875-1900. 

Wittow Creex. In section 36, Clay Township. Post office, 1871-1990. 

‘Yanxker. In the north central part of Peterson Township. Post 
office, 1881-1900. 

CLAYTON COUNTY 
_Awverson. In the southern part of Melville Township. Post office, 
1863-65. 

Bismarck. A town in section 6, Farmersburg Township. Platted in 
1875. Post office, 1873-1900. 

Brooxvire. In the northeast corner of Mendon Township, as ap- 
pears on maps from 1855 to 1862. 

Cass. Listed in the U. 8. Official Register as a post office in Clayton 
County from 1857 to 1859, but not found on maps of that period. 

Ceres. A hamlet in the southern part of Garnavillo Township. Post 
office, 1863-93. : 

Communta. In the northwest corner of section 18, Volga Township. 
Post office, 1855-1900. Still has a store and public hall. 

Counci. Hux. In the northeast corner of section 11, Giard Town- 
ship. Post office, 1855-85. 

Cox CreeK. In the western part of Cox Creek Township. Post office, 
1857-75. 

Enrietp. The name given the railway station at Strawberry Point 
when the road was built in 1872, but soon changed to the name of the 
town on order of the Railroad Commission. 

Farmerssurc. (See National.) 

Franxrorp. Immediately below the junction of the Turkey and 
Mississippi rivers, as shown by maps of 1854. 

Franxutn. The original name of the present town of Strawberry 
Point. 

Frencutown. A hamlet in Clayton Township on the Mississippi 
River near where stands the present town of Clayton. It was a landing 
and shipping point at the beginning of the settlement of that region. 

Gem. In section 2, Marion Township. Post office, 1859-85. 

Grarp. A town in the northwestern part of section 35, Giard Town- 
ship. Platted in 1871. The post office was established in 1854. The 
coming of the nearby railroad created another village to the north now 
called by the same name. A few residences remain in the old town. 

Granp Mrapow. The former name of the present railroad station 
and village of Ridley. 

Harpin. In the northwest corner of section 6, Monona Township. 
Partly in Allamakee County, which see. 

Henverson Pramm. In the northwestern part of Grand Meadow 
Township. Post office, 1865-69. 

Hicu Grove. Listed in the U. 8. Official Register as a post office in 
Clayton County from 1855 to 1860, but not found on maps of that period, 

Hicuianp. A small hamlet near the western part of Highland Town- 
ship. Post office, 1855-1900. 
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Howry Creek, In the northern part of Ledomillo Township. Post 
office, 1857-63. 

Jerrerson, The former name of a village in section 30, Millville 
Township, laid out in 1852, now appearing on maps as Graham. 

Jacxsonviie. The former name of the present town of Garnavillo. 
It was laid out in 1844, and the name changed to Garnavillo in 1846. 

Kerieroy. In the northeastern part of Clayton Township on the 
Mississippi River about two miles above Clayton. Platted in 1848. 

Locust Hux. Listed in the U. S. Official Register as a post office 
in Clayton County in 1859, but the name is not found on maps of that 
period. 

Lopomu1o. Listed in the U. S. Oficial Register as a post office in 
Clayton County from 1853 to 1855, but the name not found on maps of 
that period. 

McGrecor’s LAnpinc. The original name of the present town of 
McGregor. 

New Sranp. In the eastern part of Elk Creek Township. Post office, 
1853-63, 

Norra McGrecor. Former name, previous to 1915, of the present 
town of Marquette. 

Panruer Creex. Listed in the U. S. Oficial Register as a post office 
in Clayton County from 1853 to 1861, but the name is not found on 
maps of that period. 

Pecx’s Ferry. Near the north boundary of Mallory Township, on 
the Turkey River. Post office, 1857-59. 

Pramire La Porre. The name of a town which later became a part 
of the present town of Guttenburg. It was laid out in 1839 and became 
the first county seat of Clayton County. It was a post office from 1841 
to 1843. 

Reap. The name of the post office at the town of Clayton Center. 
Its existence was from 1857 to 1900. 

Sarsv Jonan. Former name of the present town of Mederville. 

Stern. Near the northwest corner of Read Township. Post office, 
1863-73. 

Sprinorietp. A town in the southeastern part of section 4, Grand 
Meadow Township. Platted in 1869, ‘ 

Spriveviire. A village in the northeastern part of Millville Town- 
ship, about one mile west of Turkey River Station as shown on maps 
of 1875 and 1889, 

Sytvan. In the eastern part of Cass Township. Post office, 1854-57. 

Urprcrarr, In section 19, Mallory Township. Post office, 1881-1903. 

Wanasua. Listed in the U. S. Official Register as a post office in 
Clayton County from 1843 to 1845, but the name not found on maps of 
that period, 


Wacner. Near the northwest corner of Wagner Township. Post 
office, 1859-93, 
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Watson. In section 5, Giard Township. Post office, 1885-1903. 
Wrinvsor. The former name of the present town of Farmersburg. 
Yankee Serriemenr. The original name of the present town of 
Edgewood. 
CLINTON COUNTY 

Buirporn. In the southeast corner of section 14, Grant Township. 
Post office, 1900-03. 

Boonrt Sprines. In section 5, Deep Creek Township. Post office, 
1850-71. 

Brooxrietp. Slightly north of the central part of Bloomfield Town- 
ship. Post office, 1861-73. On the coming of the railroad the name of 
the village and post office was changed to Delmar. 

Buena Visra. In the eastern part of the southern section 8, Olive 
Township. Post office, 1849-1914. 

Burcess. Name of the post office (1855-85) at the village of Smiths- 
town, which see. 

Camsrivce. In section 5, Spring Rock Township, as shown on maps 
of 1856. 

Cuerry Woop. In the southern part of section 6, Center Township. 
Post office, 1853-55. 

Ex.x River. In the eastern part of the east section 13, Elk River 
Township. Post office, 1843-71. 

Havuntrown. The name of the village where was located Elk River 
Post Office. For years the village maintained a store, mill, distillery, 
etc. 

Lyons. A village platted in 1837, which grew into a city, and in 
1894 was included in the northern portion of the city of Clinton. 

Meapv. The name of a post office from 1874 to 1875 at the present 
railroad station of Midland Junction. 

New York. The pioneer name of the present city of Clinton. It 
appears as New York on maps from 1834 to 1854. 

Orance. In the southwestern part of Orange Township. Post office, 
1861-75. 

Qaictry. Name of the post office (1885-1900) at the present village 
and railroad station of Petersville. 

Ramessa. In the southwestern part of De Witt Township. Post 
office, 1859-67. 

Riyewoov. A town located between Lyons and Clinton, platted in 
1856, and now included as a part of the city of Clinton. 

Sanzornton. In the northeast corner of section 34, Liberty Town- 
ship, on the banks of the Wapsipinicon River, as shown on the Black 
Hawk Purchase map, 1834. 

Smrrusrown. A village in section 17, Sharon Township, before the 
coming of the railroad into that township. The name of its post office 
was Burgess, which see. 

Sprinc Rocx. In the southwestern part of Spring Rock Township. 
Post office, 1841-63, 
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Surro.k. Pioneer name of the post office of Elvira, being listed as 
Suffolk in 1854. 

Vanpensurc. The pioneer name of the present city of De Witt, 
and the one which it bore only about a year, from May, 1841, until 
February, 1842. 

Vortamova. Listed in the U. S. Postal Guide as a post office in 
Clinton County from 1885 to 1893, but not found on maps of that 
period. 

Wenron. In section 3, Welton Township. A village founded in 1850, 
consisting of a colony of English artisans. It existed only a few years. 
The present Welton is over a mile south of the original one. 


CRAWFORD COUNTY 


Beit, or Beturown. A former station and hamlet on the C., M. & 
St. P. Ry. in section 34, Paradise Township. 

Boyer River. The pioneer name of the present town of Deloit. 

Como. In section 3, Charter Oak Township, as shown on maps from 
1878 to 1887. 

Coon Grove. In the northeast corner of Washington Township. Post 
office, 1875. 

Crawrorp. The pioneer name (1855) of the settlement later called 
Dowville, and which finally became the present Dow City. 

Honenzoutern. In section 23, Morgan Township. Post _ office, 
1893-97. 

Jonunsonvitite. In the southwestern part of Stockholm Township. 
Post office, 1900-03. 

Kiron. In the northwest corner of section 7, Stockholm Township. 
Founded about 1867. The coming of the railroad to that vicinity in 
1899 caused the building of the present town of Kiron one mile west 
of the first Kiron, which eventually ended the life of the old village. 

Lyp1a. The former name of the post office at the present town of 
Arion, 

Morcan. In the southwestern part of Otter Creek Township. Post 
office, 1877-93. 

Orrer Creek. In section 31, Otter Creek Township, as shown on 
maps of 1881, 


Paravisr. In section 5, Union Township. Post office, 1863. 


DALLAS COUNTY 


Avron. A hamlet at the west edge of the site of the present city 
of Perry. Post office, 1859-69. 

Boone. According to the maps this post office, which existed under 
that name from 1853 to 1869, occupied locations in different parts of 
Boone Township, but finally came to the site of the present village of 
Booneville. : 


Broveu. In section 9, Lincoln Township. Post office, 1873-97. 


a PR te Ne eee 


“TAT Ww 


i 


ABANDONED TOWNS OF IOWA 465 


Cuarranooca. In the south central part of Adams Township. Post 
office, 1857-67. 

Curcaco. Near the southeast corner of Washington Township, as 
shown on maps of 1862-1878. 

Eruesus. In section 19, Washington Township, as shown on maps 
of 1887. 

Fartanp, In section 16, Grant Township. Post office, 1881. 

Gatway. In the southeastern part of Union Township, as shown on 
maps of 1857. 

GrernvaLte. In the northern part of Linn Township. Post office, 
1859-97. 

Harvey Minis. A post office in Linn Township in 1881. 

Lanerirr. Listed in the U. S. Postal Guide of 1893 as a post office 
in Dallas County, but not found on maps of that period. 

Linn. A post office in Linn Township in 1881. 

McKay. A post office from 1851 to 1855 when the name was changed 
to Wiscotta, which see. 

New Iretanp. A name applied in an early day to the present town 
of Redfield. 

Norpvyxet. In the southeastern part of Boone Township. Post office, 
1869-75. 

Osprey. Listed in the U. S. Postal Guide of 1881 as a post office in 
Dallas County, but not found on maps of that period. 

Pantuer. In the northern part of Colfax Township. Post office, 
1885 to 1903. Previous to 1885 it had run a few years as Panther Creek. 

Penoacu. The name given to the site selected in 1847 for the county 
seat of Dallas County, a location in the eastern portion of the present 
town of Adel. It was a village for two years before the name was 
changed to Adel, and was listed as a post office in 1849 as Penoach. 

Pierce Point. In the western part of Sugar Grove Township. Post 
office, 1859-69. 

Snyper. In section 26, Des Moines Township. Post office, 1859-81. 

Tracey. Listed in the U. 8. Official Register of 1869 as a post office 
in Dallas County. It is the present town of Van Meter. 

Unctist Sam. Listed in the U. 8S. Official Register of 1855 as a post 
office in Dallas County, but not found on maps of that period. 

Wiscorra. In sections 4 and 5, Union Township, about one mile 
south of the present town of Redfield. It was platted and was for a 
few years a prosperous village. Post office, 1855-61. 

Xenza, A platted village on the west line of section 4, Des Moines 
Township, about one and one half miles east of the present town of 
Woodward. Post office, 1861-81. 


(To be continued) 


THE DISCOVERY OF WILLIAM SALTER’S ALMANAC- 
DIARY 


Puitie D. Jorpan 


There is no doubt but that Dr. William Salter, for many 
years pastor of the Congregational church at Burlington, Iowa, 


= 


was the most widely known and the most influential member of 
the Iowa Band, that group of eleven young men, all graduates 
from the Andover Theological Seminary in the spring of 1843, 
who determined to preach the gospel on the frontier and chose 
the Territory of Iowa. 

Dr. Salter became prominent not only as a preacher and 
teacher of great gifts, but also as an author and historiographer 
of unusual talents. It is not surprising then that original Salter 


manuscripts and documents are prized as accurate source ma- 
terial concerning life and events at a time when Iowa was yet a 
territory and later when the territory assumed the political 
status of a state. 

The diaries which Dr. Salter kept, beginning from the time 
the little group left Chicago in wagons for Burlington and con- 
tinuing until long after the Civil War, are remarkable for their 
exquisite detail and vision. Until recently it was thought that 
all these diaries which were extant were in the possession of the — 
Salter family. However, I have, during the past year, located — 
the little paper covered almanac which Dr. Salter used as a brief_ 
diary for the year 1846. 

After Dr. Salter had been ordained at Denmark, November 
5, 1843, he elected to go to Maquoketa in Jackson County to 
begin his labors. Here he stayed, preaching and making parish 
calls on foot and horseback, until the middle of October, 1846, 
when he became pastor of the Congregational church at Burling- 
ton to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Rev. Horace — 
Hutchinson, another member of the Iowa Band. : 

The almanac-diary contains a record of the year 1846, the 
last year that Dr, Salter preached in Maquoketa and the first 
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that he preached in Burlington. The little paper volume’ meas- 
ures about four and three-quarters by seven and three-quarters 
inches and is in comparatively good condition. On the outside 
front cover, in Dr. Salter’s well-known handwriting, appears: 
“Rev. Wm. Salter. Maquoketa, Jackson Co., Iowa.” The first 
four pages of this sixty-page church almanac are concerned with 
a dedication to the Congregational ministers and churches 
_throughout the United States, with varied astronomical lore and 
with the listing of historical events of importance. 

The first entry occurs on page five under the heading, ““Mem- 
oranda For January, 1846.” Here, on January first, Dr. Salter 
wrote, “A very rainy day’; on January tenth, “Colossians 2: in 
morning reading”; on January nineteenth, “2 Tim. 2: in morn- 
ing’; on January 23, “Mr. Barnett commenced digging my 
well’’; and January twenty-ninth, “Dedication of Ch. in Du- 
buque.” These five entries complete the diary for January. 

The entries for February are only five in number. On the 
first “Communion at Cascade” is entered.’ On the eighth, a Sun- 
day, Dr. Salter entered “in Maquoketa” and on the thirteenth 
he was “to preach at Cascade in the evening.’ On the following 
day he wrote “Rey. 12: in morning reading,” and on the twenty- 
second he was “in Bloomington.”* 

On the seventh of March appeared the entry, “Rev. H. Hutch- 
inson died 3 p-m.”” and on the eleventh he enters only “funeral 
of Mr. Hutchinson.” On the fifteenth he writes, “begin Mat. 1: 


? 


read two chapters a day,’ and for the seventeenth he was “On 


the Mississippi in Steamer Lynx.’ On the twenty-third and the 
following two days appears “Equinoctial storm,” and from the 
twenty-sixth through the twenty-ninth occurred “blustering 


weather.” On the thirtieth he wrote, “Mark 3: in morning 


reading.””® 


1The/Congregational/Almanac,/For the Year of Our Lord And Saviour Jesus 
Pi ieinrbelne the Second After Bissextile and, Until July/Fourth, The 
Seventieth Year of The’ Independence/of the United States./Calculated For New 
England. New York, and the/Western States./By_A Congregationalist./Boston : 
/C. C. Dean, 13 Cornhill./Charles Tappan, 114 Washington st.—Crocker and 
Brewster,/47 Washington st.—Benj. Perkins and Co., 100 Wash-/inton st.—A. J. 

right, 3 Water st. : poe 
- 2in Dr. Salter’s diary for 1843-1846 I find that the well-digging and walling 
ri 025 bricks cost $81.71. 
sans Ps Edwin B. eee a member of the Iowa Band, had selected Cascade 
in Jones county for his parish. : . 

4Bloomington is now known as Muscatine. These entries on p. 7. 

5Rev. Horace Hutchinson died of tuberculosis at the age of 29. 

6p. 9. 
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The young pastor’s diary for April contains only five entries 
again, three of them having to do with the weather. On the 
sixth, he wrote, “begin Genesis? MAM?” and on the ninth oc- 
curs, “Desmoines Presbytery at Marion,’ and on the twenty- 
eighth and for the two days following he wrote “rain all day." 


On the first of May Dr. Salter wrote, “Ac. 6: in morning 


reading”; on the fifth he entered “South Iowa Association at 
Tipton” ; on the twelfth, “Denmark Association at Farmington” ; 
and on the next day, “Genesis 2: in morning reading.”* 

For the first of June the diary reads, “Gen. 40:*in morning 
reading. Ecc. 1:MAM”; on the fourth “Gen. Association at Du- 
buque 7 P.M.”; on the fifth, “To speak on Foreign Missions at 
Dubuque” ; on the eleventh, “Ex. 10: in A.M.”; on the twentieth, 
“Ex. 29 in evening and Gen. 10. MAM”; on the twenty-third, 


> 


“Gen. 45: in morning’; on the following day, “Commencement 


at Galesburgh, Ills”; and on the twenty-sixth, “in morning, 
Ue de Riding 

During the month of July, Dr. Salter took a little trip east. 
On the seventh, he “left Burlington”; on the day following he 
says, ‘Galena’; on the twelfth, “Chicago”; on the fourteenth, 
“Bradford, Mass.” ; on the day following, “Detroit”; on the next 
day, “Buffalo”; on the eighteenth, ““New York’’; on the twen- 
tieth and the three days following, “Ague’’; and on the thirtieth, 
“Congregational Convention at Michigan City.”"° 

There are no entries for the month of August." 

On the eighth of September, Dr. Salter wrote, “New Haven, 
C’t.”; and on the fifteenth, “Westchart, N.Y.’; on the seven- 
teenth, “Brooklyn”; on the twenty-second, “left New York, 7 
a.m. for Albany. Delivan House $3.00"; on the day following, 
“Auburn House $2.00"; on the twenty-fourth, “Buffalo. Ben- 
net’s Temperance House”; and on the following day, “rain.” 

On the third of October he “hired Copp and Parsons’ House 
from this day”; on the ninth, “arrived at Burlington in the 
morning”; and on the fifteenth, “commenced Housekeeping.”* 
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November was a busy month for this young pastor. On the 
first his diary shows that “Rev. C. R. Fisk preached for me in 
the afternoon”; on the third and fourth he writes, “beautiful 
weather”; on the fifth, ‘beautiful weather and Ps. 7: and in He- 
brew”; on the tenth, “Sewing society at our house”; on the 
twelfth he “visited Rev. A. Leonard’s”; on the day following, 
“Rain”; on the eighteenth, he ‘visited Mrs. Hodges, Mr. Ford- 
ney, Mr. Hendrin, Mr. Pope, and Mr. Blackman’; on the next 
day, “visited Mrs. Leonard, Mrs. Ware, Mrs. Lindsley, Mrs. 
Field, Mrs. Rand’’; on the twentieth, “visited Mrs. Sheldon’; on 
the twenty-first, he wrote, “rain in the morning, cleared off 
P.M.”; on the twenty-second, “Rev. Mr. Marst preached for me 
in the afternoon’; on the next day, “visited Mr. Leveridge, 
Jacobi, Linneman—Lower Town”; on the twenty-fourth, “Snow 
storm Monday night, called on Mr. Norris’; two days later, 
“Thanksgiving. Thermometer at 12 at 8 A.M.”; on the twenty- 
seventh, “Anti-Slavery Society at Denmark”; on the twenty- 
ninth, “To preach in Lower Town. Evening at Danville.”’* 

The entries for December are not many. On the ninth, Dr. 
Salter wrote, “Snow at night’; on the fifteenth, “Snow at night” ; 
on the seventeenth, “A very little snow at night. Prayer meeting 
at my house”; on the twenty-fourth, “Prayer meeting at my 
house’; on the twenty-ninth, “Rain and prayer meeting at my 
house’; on the day following, “unpleasant. Cong. Ct. Burling- 
ton, Ia. Dedicated to God. Rev. Wm. Salter installed Pastor of 
it’; and on the thirty-first, “unpleasant. Prayer meeting at Mrs. 
Sheldon.’”” 

These comprise all the entries with the exception of some 
thermometer readings which Dr. Salter recorded.” 

Although these hurried jottings and rapid entries lack the 
polish and the details which the other diaries possess, they never- 
theless are important for they are the only records we have of 
the last few months at Maquoketa and the first few months at 
Burlington. For that reason the Almanac-Diary forms an im- 
portant contribution to the Salter manuscript collection as well 
as to the history of early Iowa. 


15p, 27. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


HISTORICAL AND MEMORIAL VALUE OF INCOMING 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Of the evidence men leave at death of the consequence of their 
lives, nothing equals the accumulations of written materials 
which have passed under their hands in their intercourse with 
other men. These data accumulate in the experience of all per- 
sons. Few preserve and methodically arrange their “papers.” 
Many are careful to destroy or at least discard all writing that 
reveals individual or mutual interest as soon as matters with 
which they are associated are matured. 

In the AnNAxs from time to time we have published the poli- 
cies of the Historical, Memorial and Art Department of Iowa 
with respect to private “‘papers’” and public archives. The 
number and bulk, as well as organization and administration, of 
these collections, comprise a division of our work which we feel 
distinguishes the institution. We design both to honor our noted 
persons and to serve the serious historian. This becomes per- 
petual, tangible and comprehensive delineation of a notable life, 
excelling, as we believe, in extent and in effect what may be 
done with imperishable materials and consummate art. 

When our state and the nation awoke to the loss of James W. 
Good on November 18, 1929, for instance, there was a burst of 
encomium from the press that glorified his name. The-part of 
the public which had no avenue of expression felt that he was 
of immeasurable worth and impossible to replace. Yet as time 
recedes news sources become scarce. Men with recollections race 
to the grave. That bold and solid figure of James W. Good in 
the Iowa skyline of eminent men with Allison, the two Wilsons 
and Cummins, will recede into haze from sheer distance and be 
obscured by figures that are rising now. 

In the purpose of arresting this dimming process, our insti- 
tion has sought to collect, arrange and preserve Mr. Good’s 
papers. We have been advised that Mr. Good’s writings have 
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not been preserved. It is not yet known whether he discarded 
all materials he received. If he destroyed his own, yet saved the 
compositions of his correspondents, they may be assembled and 
organized into an invaluable portion of the record of the career 
of Mr. Good. 

At first it may seem that the touch of Mr. Good is gone when 
his outgoing autographed materials are lost. But, in his long, 
active and consistent career, he must have been most certainly 
and frequently addressed by important men and interests upon 
important matters. These incoming missives inevitably carried 
their contributions of intelligence into his equipment for dis- 
charging duty. They must have been inevitably responded to by 
oral or written word. If then an important question of or sug- 
gestion to Mr. Good exists in writing, his response, though liter- 
ally lacking, is easy of inference. At least, the writer of the 
query and his text fixed the position and importance of Mr. Good 
in that one instance. Multiplied by the number and varied by 
the character of mere incoming missives, the correspondence, 
even fragmentary, sets out the public figure of Mr. Good among 
his fellow men. What though the substance of Mr. Good be 
_ missing, incoming materials pressed against his life compose his 
mold. They form a matrix from which may be perfectly cast the 
form and symmetry of his noble figure. 


GOOD WORDS FOR C. C. CARPENTER 


It always gives us pleasure:to note the success of a true and 
worthy man. C, C. Carpenter, being such a one and one of our 
true and tried friends, we take solid pleasure in announcing that 
an appointment of commissary of subsistence with rank of cap- 
tain has been conferred upon him by the United States Senate, 
and that he has left us for St. Louis to report himself ready for 
duty. This we learn is one of the most responsible positions in 
the army and one requiring great prudence and honesty. For 
every requirement “Cy” has an overplus of capacity. We have 
every confidence in his making a most capital officer. Success to 
him: After his return we propose sending him to Congress.— 
Fort Dodge Republican, republished in Daily State Register, Des 
Moines, Iowa, May 3, 1862. (In the Newspaper Division of the 
Historical, Memorial and Art Department of Iowa.) 
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NOTABLE DEATHS 


Wixrietp Scorr Wrrnrow was born at Salem, Henry County, Iowa, 
September 28, 1855, and died in Mount Pleasant February 7, 1930. 
Burial was in Forest Home Cemetery, Mount Pleasant. His parents 
were Adoniram Judson and Libertatia (Arnold) Withrow. He at- 
tended public school in Salem and was graduated from Whittier Col- 
lege, Salem, with the degree of Sc. B. Having learned the printing trade 
he alternated for a time between work in the local printing office and 
school-teaching. In 1880 he was graduated from the Law Department 
of the State University of Iowa, admitted to the bar and began practice 
at Salem. He soon thereafter purchased the Salem News and edited it 
in connection with his law practice. Two years later he disposed of the 
News and became assistant cashier of the Salem Savings Bank. In 1883 
he went to Mankato, Minnesota, as editorial assistant on the Free Press. 
However, in 1884 he returned to Salem and resumed his duties in the 
bank and looked after his law practice. In 1884 he was elected repre- 
sentative and served in the Twenty-first General Assembly. He served 
on the town council and was also mayor. In 1887 he removed to Mount 
Pleasant and devoted himself to the practice of law, first in partnership 
with William J. Jeffries, later with W. F. Kopp, and finally with W. I. 
Babb. June .15, 1896, Governor Drake appointed him a ‘judge of the 
newly created Twentieth Judicial District. By reason of elections he 
continued in that position until April 19, 1913, when he resigned to 
accept the appointment by Governor Clarke as a justice of the Supreme 
Court, in which position he served until January, 1915, when he returned 
to law practice at Mount Pleasant. July 8, 1916, Governor Clarke ap- 
pointed him a member of the State Board of Parole, He resigned from 
that position March 81, 1921, when he resumed his practice. In the 
meantime he had been active in and officially connected with many of 
the public affairs of his city and county. He had been for years a di- 
rector in the Henry County Savings Bank and in 1922 became its presi- 
dent and so continued until his death, He was a director of the First 
National Bank of Mount Pleasant and chairman of its board. He was 
chairman of the official board of the Methodist church and was for many 


years a trustee of Lowa Wesleyan College. He was a very useful and 
highly honored citizen, 


Henry Votumer was born in Davenport, Iowa, July 28, 1867, and 
died in Piedmont, California, August 25, 1930, where he was tem- 
porarily sojourning. He attended public school in Davenport and 
studied law at the State University of Iowa and at Georgetown Uni- 
versity, Washington, D. C. During the sessions of the Fiftieth Con- 
gress, 1887 and 1888, he was a distributing clerk in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. On admission to the bar in 1889 he began practice in 
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Davenport in a partnership with William O. Schmidt which continued 
until the latter’s death in 1908, after which he practiced alone until 
about a year before his death when Edward O. Doerr became his part- 
ner. He became an alderman of the city the same year he began prac- 
ticing law, 1889, and was elected mayor in 1893 when only twenty-six 
years old. He was three times re-elected, the terms then being but one 
year each. He was a member of the Board of Education from 1898 to 
1901, and was corporation counsel of the city from 1913 to 1914. Be- 
sides these local activities he took part in larger political affairs. In 
1893, the same year he was elected mayor, he was permanent chairman 
of the Democratic State Convention. In 1900 he was the Democratic 
candidate for Congress from the Second District, but was defeated by 
J. N. W. Rumple. In 1912 he was a delegate to the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention, and on February 10, 1914, was elected to Congress 
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of I. S. Pepper, and served from 
that date to March 3, 1915, having in 1914 declined to be a candidate 
for re-election. He was a man of strong convictions, fearless in speech 
and action. In 1896 he bolted the free silver wing of the Democratic 
party under the leadership of W. J. Bryan, but when his party dropped 
that issue he resumed his party allegiance. He was a brilliant and 
persuasive orator and a charming conversationalist. He was for many 
years a prominent member of the Davenport Turners and was honored 
with the presidency of the National Turners’ Association. 


Wi11am O. Mrrevert was born in Van Buren County, Iowa, April 
4, 1846, and died in New York City July 29, 1930, two days after he 
was struck by an automobile there. He enlisted in Company C, Thir- 
teenth Iowa Infantry, August 9, 1862, when but sixteen years old, was 
promoted to sixth corporal January 22, 1864, taken prisoner near At- 
lanta, Georgia, July 22, 1864, exchanged, and mustered out at Daven- 
port July 21, 1865. He was graduated in liberal arts from Cornell Col- 
lege, Mount Vernon, in 1871, was admitted to the bar in 1872 and 
began. the practice of law at Corning. In 1891 he was elected repre- 
sentative from Adams County and was elected speaker of the House 
of that assembly, the Twenty-fourth, it being the only instance in the 
last two-thirds of a century, or since Civil War times, that a member 
was chosen speaker in his first term. He was re-elected two years 
later, and that session, the Twenty-fifth, was chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee. In 1895 he was elected senator and served in 
the Twenty-sixth, Twenty-sixth Extra (Code revision session) and the 
Twenty-seventh general assemblies. In the Twenty-sixth he was a mem- 
ber of the Public Libraries Committee and introduced the measure 
which resulted in the Traveling Library. In 1903 he removed to Okla- 
homa City where he had land interests and engaged there in the prac- 
tice of law, having as partner C, Porter Johnson in the firm of Mitchell 
& Johnson. For the last three years of his life he and his wife resided 
with a daughter in New York City. 
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Cuartes Enear Picxerr was born at Bonaparte, Van Buren County, 
Iowa, January 14, 1866, and died in Waterloo July 20, 1939. Burial was 
in Elmwood Cemetery of that city. His parents were Edgar C. and 
Glovina E. Pickett. In 1872 the family removed to a farm in Lincoln 
Township, Black Hawk County, but soon thereafter to Waterloo. 
Charles was graduated from West ‘High School of Waterloo in 1884, 
from the Liberal Arts Department of the State University of Iowa in 
1888, and from the Law Department of that institution in 1890. He at 
once formed a partnership with C. W. Mullan of Waterloo and entered 
practice. On Judge Mullan’s retirement from active practice Mr. 
Pickett became senior member of the firm of Pickett & Swisher, later 
Pickett, Swisher & Farwell. He was a regent of the State University 
of Iowa from 1896 to 1909. In 1908 he was elected representative in 
Congress from the Third District and was re-elected in 1910. On being 
an unsuccessful candidate for re-election in 1912 he returned to the 
practice of his profession at the end of his term in Congress. He was 
temporary chairman of the Republican State Convention of 1899, was 
permanent chairman of the State Convention of 1916 to select delegates 
to the Republican National Convention, and was a delegate-at-large to 
the Republican National Convention of 1920, In 1922 he was one of five 
candidates for the Republican nomination for United States senator, 
but lost to S. W. Brookhart. In 1894-95 he was grad chancellor of the 
Knights of Pythias of Iowa, and in 1901-02 was grand exalted ruler of 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States. In 
his later years he was extensively connected with business interests in 
Waterloo. His large law practice was principally in corporation cases. 
He was a man of culture and an orator of national reputation. 

Saran JANE (Brewer) Bonesrigur was born in Henry County, In- 
diana, August 27, 1837, and died in Webster City, Iowa, March 26, 
1930. She was with her parents, Wilson and Margaret (Moore) Brewer 
as they removed with their family in 1848 in covered wagons drawn by 
oxen to a point near where Webster City now stands. Six years later 
Mr, Brewer led in laying out the town of Newcastle, now Webster City. 
In 1858 Sarah Jane Brewer married Thomas Blackwell Bonebright, 
who was the year before a member of the Spirit Lake Relief expedition 
and was a member of the Frontier Guards. She was born in a log 
cabin, was one of a family of eleven children, and she and Mr. Bone- 
bright reared six children, all of them being born in the typical one- 
room cabin. She and her family did their full share in the settlement 
and development of Hamilton County. One of her regrets was that she 
had had so little opportunity in youth to secure an education, her 
schooling having been limited to attending school for five days held in 
a cabin in Newcastle. However, in the later years of her life she became 
an inveterate reader, and possessing a clear mind, she acquired a good 
knowledge of general affairs. A few years before her death she was 
aided by her daughter, Harriet (Bonebright) Closz, in preparing and 
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publishing, under, the auspices of the Historical, Memorial and Art 
Department, a volume of 300 pages, Founding of Newcastle, which is 
replete with valuable descriptions of pioneer conditions and with illus- 
trations. 


Crartes Exvtwoop Cox was born in Indiana and died June 5, 1930, at 
the age of seventy-seven years. At an early age he removed with his 
parents, Benjamin and Mary Cox, nee Morris, to Iowa, settling in. Ma- 
haska County. He attended the local schools and Penn College, and 
was graduated from Haverford College, Pennsylvania, in the class of 
1880. For five years he was principal of Friends’ Academy at Le Grand, 
Iowa. From here he was called to become professor of mathematics at 
Leland Stanford University at Palo Alto, California, which had begun 
its work under the able management of David Starr Jordan. He was 
connected with this institution for many years until he retired a few 
years ago, having had as a student the president of the United States. 
He was married to Lydia Bean in 1884, who was a daughter of Joel 
and Hannah Bean, who for some years had conducted a private school 
at West Branch, Iowa, where Hulda Minthorn, mother of Herbert 
Hoover, had attended. In California he resided for the most part at San 
Jose, and was for more than twenty years the president of the College 
Park Association of Friends. After the death of his wife he removed to 
_ Richmond, Indiana, where a daughter resided. He was married to Sarah 
L. Walton, who survives him besides two daughters by his first mar- 
riage, Dr. Anna Cox Brinton and Dr. Catharine Miles. Professor Cox 
retained his activity and clearness of mind to the last and an optimism 
unusual for one of his age, making frequent visits into Iowa where so 
many of his old students and friends resided.—B. L. W. 


James A. Henverson was born in Johnson County, Iowa, near Iowa 
City, August 38, 1862, and died in Jefferson February 26, 1930, His, 
parents were Daniel W. and Susan (Campbell) Henderson. Their son 
was with them as they removed in 1873 to Greene County. He was 
educated in the public schools and in Dunnings’ Academy of Jefferson. 
For a time he acted as deputy clerk of court of Greene County under 
his father, and succeeded him in that office, being elected clerk in 1884 
and again in 1886, serving four years. He entered the Law Department 
of the State University of Iowa in 1889, was graduated in 1890, ad- 
mitted to the bar and began practice in Jefferson. He was the first city 
solicitor of Jefferson after its incorporation, was for a time a member 
of the city council, and held other local offices. In 1925 when a new 
judgeship was created in the Sixteenth Judicial District Governor Ham- 
mill appointed him to the position and he was elected in 1926. He was 
prominent in religious work, was superintendent of the Methodist Sun- 
day School for twenty-six years, was organist of the local church for 
many years, and was a lay delegate to General Conference in 1916, 
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Arreus EvitswortH Kerrorp was born near Independence, Iowa, June 
18, 1867, and died in Gladbrook August 16, 1930, Burial was in the 
Wilson Cemetery east of Independence. His parents were Joseph C. 
and Anna M. Kepford. He attended college at Findlay, Ohio, where he 
prepared himself for the ministry, after which he served churches as 
pastor at Fort Scott, Kansas, and Glidden, and Ida Grove, Iowa. He 
was reading clerk of the Iowa House of Representatives in the Thir- 
‘tieth and Thirty-first general assemblies, 1904 and 1906, In 1907 the 
Thirty-second General Assembly authorized the employment of a lec- 
turer on tuberculosis under direction of the Board of Control. Dr. 
Kepford was employed and for the following fourteen years he was 
engaged most of the time in that work, delivering many hundreds of 
addresses all over Iowa on the prevention and cure of that disease. In 
1920 when the State Juvenile Home was established at Toledo he be- 
came its first superintendent and served until September, 1928. In 
June, 1929, he became pastor of the Methodist Episcopal church at 
Gladbrook, where he was serving at the time of his death. He did dis- 
tinguished work in social. welfare, not only as a lecturer on tuberculosis 
and preventive diseases, but in boy scout organizations and Red Cross 
work, being state director for Iowa for the American Red Cross from 
1917 to 1919. 


Wituiam F. Scuimer was born in Bellevue, Iowa, June 16, 1873, 
and died in that town August 26, 1930. His parents were Frank and 
Bertha Schirmer. He was graduated from the Bellevue High School in 
1889. In 1899 he entered the printing office of the Bellevue Leader in 
the humblest position, learned the business thoroughly, became manag- 
ing editor of the paper in 1895, owner -and editor in 1907, and was 
actively engaged in conducting the business at the time of his death. 
He was an elder in the Presbyterian church, was superintendent of its 
Sunday school for thirty-two years, was a member of the school board, 
was a member of the Masonic lodge, and was active in the chamber of 
commerce and in all civie affairs. He was a Republican in politics and 
in 1920 was elected representative, was re-elected in 1922, and served 
in the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth general assemblies. 


Witiiam M. Crrisrme was born in Perth, Scotland, March 10, 1850, 
and died July 14, 1980, at his home in Chicago, Mlinois. From early life 
he was trained as a miller. His ancestors for three hundred years had 
owned and operated grist mills. As a young man he was sent to Ran- 
goon, Burma, to operate certain rice mills for a Scotch company, and 
remained there for a few years, but had to return on account of climatic 
conditions of that country. 

On his return to Scotland he decided to emigrate to America, leaving 
his native land in December, 1878, coming directly to Iowa. He was 
first employed by Douglas & Stuart of Cedar Rapids in their oatmeal 
mills, later removing to Dubuque and then to Sioux City, Iowa, where 
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he erected his own grist mill. He later disposed of his milling interests, 
and was employed by the Chicago Board of Trade in the grain business 
confining himself to the Iowa territory. For the last twenty years he 
was a member of the firm of J. H. Dole & Co., and traveled extensively 
in the interests of his firm. Mr. Christie was skilled in the grain trade, 
and made reports on the condition of crops for the Chicago Board 
which were accepted as fully reliable. He also attended all the meet- 
ings of the grain interests in the middle west. He was a splendid type 
of an adopted citizen, and known by thousands of grain dealers with 
whom he came in contact all over Iowa. He is survived by his widow 
and four children—B. L. W. 


Bengamin Franxitn Cummines was born in Windsor, Broome Coun- 
ty, New York, April 5, 1864, and died in Marshalltown, Iowa, August 
25, 1930. His parents were Dr. William C. and Mary Hannah Louns- 
bery Cummings. The family removed to Eddyville, Iowa, when the fu- 
ture judge was but three weeks old, and after a short residence there 
and later at Oskaloosa, settled in Marshalltown in 1865. B. F. was 
graduated from the Marshalltown High School in 1880 and from the 
Law Department of the University of Michigan in 1885. Beginning 
practice at Marshalltown he was elected city attorney in 1887 and 
served four years. In 1894 he was eleeted county attorney of Marshall 
County and was re-elected and served four years. In 1901 he was 
elected representative, and was re-elected two years later, serving in the 
Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth and Thirty-first general assemblies, being speaker 
pro tem in the latter two. In 1913 Governor Clarke appointed him judge 
of the Seventeenth Judicial District and by reason of elections he served 
until he resigned in February, 1930, to resume private practice. He was 
a member of the local school board several years and attained the rank 
of lieutenant in the Iowa National Guard. He was an able lawyer and 
a successful business man. 


Rosa E. Lewis died May 19, 1930, at seventy-six years of age. She 
was educated in Iowa and obtained degrees from Chicago University, 
Bryn Mawr, and the University of California. She began teaching in 
Penn College, Oskaloosa, Iowa, in 1874, and taught until 1927 when she 
retired as professor emeritus. She had been one of the leaders and the 
oldest member of the faculty of that institution. Dr. Lewis was one of 
the best teachers in Iowa, and was versed in literature and understood 
how to impart a love of literature to her students. She traveled much 
during her vacations, and spent one year in Europe in perfecting her- 
self in her chosen field, that of English literature. She attended nearly 
all the teachers’ conventions, and frequently gave lectures on literary 
subjects in many parts of the state, and was well known in college 
circles. She was a keen student, a lover of nature, and possessed a 
personality which attracted students and others to her—B. L. W. 
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Purr L. Fowier was born in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, September 

3, 1845, and died in Osceola, Iowa, March 25, 1930. His parents, LL Daw 

‘ and Joanna (Laffer) Fowler, removed with their family to Osceola in 

Ba, 1854. Philip attended public school at Osceola, and when seventeen 


years old entered the office of the clerk of the District Court of Clarke 
County at Osceola as deputy. About a year later, or on May 28, 1864, 
he enlisted in Company H, Forty-sixth Iowa Infantry, and was mus- 
tered out at the end of his term of service on September 23 of the same 
year. He returned to the clerk’s office in which he remained several 
years. In 1873 he was elected auditor of Clarke County, was re-elected, 
and served four years. For several years he contracted with the Chi- 
cago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company and with the Chicago, 
Rock Island & Pacific Railway Company to work out their road taxes 
upon the highways throughout the state. He became a dealer in Jersey 
cattle and Hambletonian horses as well as a breeder and raiser of them 
on his own farm. He served as president of the Clarke County Agri- 
cultural Society, and was secretary of the Iowa State Fair and Expo- 
sition from January, 1894 to January, 1899. He was a prominent lay 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church. ° 


Henry Arzertr was born in Wolcott, Scott County, Iowa, October 11, 
1878, and died in Des Moines April 6, 1930. The body was deposited 
in the mausoleum in Glendale Cemetery, Des Moines. When three years 
old his parents removed to Grundy County. He was graduated from 
Reinbeck High School in 1896 and from the University of Iowa with 
the degree of B. S. in 1900 and the degree of M. S. and M. D. in 1902. 
He spent two years in Europe, chiefly in Vienna, studying pathology, 
bacteriology and public health. He was professor of pathology and — 
bacteriology at the University of Iowa, College of Medicine, from 1905 } 
to 1920, director of the laboratories for the Towa State Board of Health — 
from their establishment in 1906 to 1922, director of the Nevada state 
hygienic laboratory from 1922 to 1926, and was appointed by Governor 
Hammill commissioner of health for Iowa September 1, 1926, in which 
position he was serving at the time of his death. Dr. Albert never 
practiced medicine, but became an expert in the fields of his special- 
ization. He was not only a man of excellent ability and attainments, 
but of fine character and personality. 


Larayerre Youne, Jr. was born in Atlantic, Iowa, December 1, — 
1877, and died in Des Moines February February 12, 1930, His parents 
were former United States Senator Lafayette Young and Josephine 
(Bolton) Young. He was with them when they removed to Des Moines 
in 1890. After attending public school in Atlantic and Des Moines he — 
entered the University of Michigan from which he received the Ph. Ba 
degree, and followed that by taking a course in law in the State Uni- _ 
versity of Iowa, being graduated in 1901. He at once became the busi- _ 
ness manager of his father’s newspaper, the Des Moines Daily Capital. 
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Although having no desire for political preferment, he was devotedly 
interested in the welfare of the city of Des Moines, and contributed 
liberally to that cause with his energy and talent. He was a graceful 
and eloquent public speaker and presided at many ofthe city’s most 
important functions. He was a charter member of the Greater Des 
Moines Committee and was its president at three different times. He 
headed drives in the city for the Y. M. C. A., Drake University, Public 
welfare, and the Chamber of Commerce. After the sale of the Capital 
February 12, 1927, he devoted himself to the interests of the Young 
Realty Company. He was the last survivor of the immediate family of 
Senator Young. 


Rozserr H. Spencer was born in Perry County, Ohio, September 20, - 
1840, and died in Algona, Iowa, February 16, 1930. He grew to man- 
hood in the neighborhood of his birthplace, removed with his parents 
to Dane County, Wisconsin, and engaged in farming. In November, 
1861, he enlisted in Company H, Tenth Wisconsin Infantry, became a 
captain and served three years, was mustered out and re-enlisted in 
the Forty-seventh Wisconsin Infantry, in which he was made lieutenant 
colonel, and served in that position to the end of the war. In 1868 he 
engaged in business in Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin, but in 1870 removed 
to Algona, Iowa, and entered mercantile business there. In 1872 he was 
appointed postmaster and served in that position thirteen years, or until 
1885. That year he was elected representative from the Kossuth-Palo 
Alto-Emmet District. In 1893 he was elected county treasurer of Kos- 
suth County, was re-elected two years later and served four years. He 
was prominent in the business, political and social life of his town and 
county. 


Cornetivs G. McCarruy was born at Toledo, Ontario, Canada, Janu- 
ary 29, 1843, and died in Denver, Colorado, April 26, 1930. His parents 
were Florence and Elizabeth (Moore) McCarthy. He was educated in 
common schools of the vicinity of his birth. In 1864 he removed to Story 
County, Iowa, and followed school-teaching a few years. In 1867 he 
located at Ames and engaged in farming and stock raising, and for 
many years was connected with the Central Importing and Breed- 
ing Company, which carried on a large business in importing French 
and English horses. In 1881 he was elected auditor of Story County, 
and was three times re-elected, serving from 1882 to 1889 inclusive. In 
1889 he was elected representative and served in the Twnty-third Gen- 
eral Assembly. In 1892 he was elected auditor of state and was twice 
re-elected, serving from 1893 to 1898 inclusive. He was one of the 
organizers of the Iowa Savings and Loan Association and for many 
years served as its president. In about 1910 he retired from active 
business and removed to Denver. He was an efficient public official and 
was for years influential in the councils of the Republican party of the 
state. 
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WuusAm Mansrienp Waker was born in Van Buren County, Iowa, 
August 22, 1852, and died in Keosauqua March 19, 1930. His parents, 
Dr. Peter Walker and Christiann (Schuyler) Walker, died when Wil- 
liam was a small boy. He thereafter lived with relatives, attended 
country school, early began teaching during winters, working on farms 
during summers. He took up the study of law, was admitted to the bar 
in 1881 and in 1884 located in Keosauqua as a member of the firm of 
Lea, Wherry & Walker. In 1885 he was elected representative and 
served in the Twenty-first General Assembly. After the death of Mr. 
Lea in 1885 the firm remained Wherry & Walker until the removal of 
Mr. Wherry to Los Angeles, California, when the firm became Walker 
& McBeth and so remained until Mr. Walker was elected a judge of 
the Second Judicial District in 1922. He was re-elected four years 
later and was serving in that position at the time of his death. He was 
an ardent Republican and frequently shared actively in politcal cam- 
paigns. His principal interest, however, was in his profession in which 
he gained distinction for his thorough knowledge of the law, his pro- 
fessional rectitude, his fairness of judgment and his courage. 


Goprrrey S. BiocKiincer was born in Dubuque, Iowa, October 23, 
1847, and died in Dubuque May 19, 1930. Burial was in Linwood Ceme- 
tery, Dubuque. His parents were Godfrey J. and Ursula Hilti Block- 
linger, both natives of Switzerland. In 1864 William B. Allison, then a 
representative in Congress, secured the boy’s appointment as a cadet in 
the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, from which he was 
graduated in 1868, having in the meantime rendered active service in 
the Navy during the later portion of the Civil War. He advanced regu- 
larly through the lower grades of service until he became a lieutenant 
commander in 1895, a commander in 1899, a captain in 1904, and a rear 
admiral before he retired in 1908. His duties took him to all parts of 
the world. In 1881 he was in command of an expedition sent by the 
government to survey the Madeiro River, one of the principal tribu- 
taries of the Amazon. He was in the Pacific at the time Dewey cap- 
tured Manilla, co-operating with that commander. In his varied career 
in the Navy he brought credit to his native city and state. 

Cnarisropner C. Cronsaven was born at Coldwater, Michigan, Octo- 
ber 14, 1845, and died in Marengo, Iowa, February 10, 1980. He was 
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Cronbaugh, as they removed to 
Honey Creek Township, Iowa County, Iowa, in 1854. When a youth 
he availed himself of what school advantages pioneer times afforded in 
that locality. “Farming was his vocation. In 1910 he retired and re- 
moved to Marengo. He held several local offices and in 1912 was elected 


representative and served in the Thirty-fifth General Assembly. He 
was a Democrat in politics, 
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